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ROYAL FINE ART COMMISSION ON THE CITY PLAN 


N 1943 the Royal Fine Art Commission was in con- 
I ference with the City Corporation on the question of 
the plan for reconstruction, and after discussions re various 
features in the scheme, the Commission, on October 18, 
sent their observations to date in full, referring in par- 
ticular to the problems of site-planning and_ building 
consequent on the street pattern then proposed. This 
communication expressed the view that in many respects 
more thorough and radical replanning could be undertaken 
without prejudice to immediately realisable improvements 
and at no greater eventual cost. 

Since the publication of the City plan the. Cianuinbied? 
having reviewed this, regarded it as necessary to amplify 
their previous observations, and sent them to the Cor- 
poration on December 15, These have now been published,* 
and their importance as well considered criticisms justifies 
a careful study. The main headings under which they 
fall are as follows : {i) Through traffic in the immediate 
neighbourhood ef St. Paul’s ; (ii) the line of the viaduct 
and road from Holbora Circus to Charterhouse-square ; 
(iii) the southern ring road, particularly at the Tower 
and Billingsgate ; (iv) the shapes of sites at new street 
widenings and junctions ; (v) the redevelopment at 
Blackfriars and Cannon-street stations ; (vi) the amount 
and distribution of public open spaces ; (vii) the control 
of building height and bulk. The suggestions are made 
with the object of combining the immediate advantage 
with a long-term benefit to the City’s efficiency and position 
as a national and international centre of exchange and 
commerce. 

The Commission realises “that the framework must be 
| satisfactory before details are studied; and that as soon 
as this is done the architectural programme can be con- 
sidered in detail. They are, therefore, most anxious to 
see really adequate opportunities given for fine building 
in the very heart of London. The Commission are of 
the opinion that, without any great departure from’ the 
existing form and character . .. the opportunity should 
be grasped to lay the foundations for a future City that 
will be able to keep pace with the cultural as well as the 
utilitarian standards of its time.” 

Around St. Paul’s Cathedral the following recommenda- 
tions are made. The original precinct should be restored 
and the main traffic diverted to a widened Carter-lane on 
the south and the frontages set back to the line of Pater- 
noster-row on the north. The western forecourt should 
be extended as far as Ave Maria-lane, and should be 
replanned so as to separate normal traffic from that special 
to ceremonial occasions. The proposed open view from 
s the south is also desirable, though this need not be exactly 
axial and could be aligned rather more to the west. The 
traffic route between Cheapside and Cannon-street is 
disapproved as too close to St. Paul’s, and a widening of 
Queen-street regarded as preferable. The Commission 
is somewhat lukewarm in regard to the proposal of a 
‘competition for the layout around St. Paul’s, considering, 
we think rightly, that this area cannot be divorced from 
the more extended planning, so that the programme would 
probably ‘be unduly limited. 





t-war reconstruction. 


* Observations on the City of London's report on 
Royal Fine Art ‘Commission. 


H.M. Stationery Office, 





On the main feature in the scheme, the encircling traffic 
route running around the central area and intended to act 
partly as a by-pass and partly as a distributive road, the 
criticism is that the northern section is more satisfactory 
than the southern, and that the latter could by better 
higher up following Queen Victoria-street, Cannon-street 
and Eastcheap, then extended by a new road running 
north-eastward to Aldgate. This route would be of greater 
service to city workers and would be less encumbered by 
heavy traffic. Selected portions of the river frontage 
could be reserved for recreation and the proposals of the 
Tower Hill Trust would not be interfered with. The chief 
defect of this plan would. be the crossing of the traffic 
streaming in from London Bridge and the costly remodelling 
that would be required at this point. .- 

Returning to the north, the unarchitectural planning of 
the roundabouts is noted, and that at Holborn-circus is 
referred to in particular as also offering dangerous collision 
points ; in this case an additional road running southward 
to Fleet-street is suggested which would bring seven to 
this point, and a carefully designed polygonal roundabout 
is indicated. At Ludgate-circus a connection could be 
made with the Old Bailey on the line of Seacoal-lane, 
corresponding on the east to St. Bride-street on the west, 
and the circus re-designed to conform to these six approaches. 

In dealing with the height and form of building blocks, 
it is pointed out that no indication is given as to how 
suitable adjustments are to be made either around St. 
Paul’s or to secure reasonable restrictions in the narrower 
streets elsewhere. The pyramidal type of block with 
lower frontage is hinted at as affording equal accommoda- 
tion with better light and air. This, of course, involves 
designing block by block rather than the replacement of 
small individual premises, a line of action that the City 
seems disinclined to contemplate, even with the examples 
of its far greater efficiency elsewhere. 

The Commission have already stated that they “were 
not prepared to. endorse any plan which does not provide 
for the eventual removal of the high level stations ” ; 
and, of course, the obstructive viaducts serving them, but 
this report makes no proposals for this. Surely, no scheme 
can be regarded as final that does not embody the re- 
modelling of this feature in the railway system; therefore 
the sooner the railway authorities can be brought into 
conference in this matter, the better, as their co-operation 
is needed in deciding the possibilities in this case. We have 
frequently pointed out the need for this procedure. 

In the preservation and treatment of buildings of historic 
or architectural interest and the provision of small open 
spaces suited to the requirements, the Commission expresses 
general agreement with the City proposals, but adds some 
useful hints on these subjects. The general aim has not 
extended to the preparation of an alternative plan, but 
rather to emphasise the principle on which such a plan 
should be based ; it cannot be said that so far {any definite 
result has been reached in the preparation of a really 
complete and satisfactory scheme for the area of the City, 
co-ordinating all the factors of this rather intricate problem, 
and it is to be hoped that some means will be found to 
reach this ultimate goal and give us a capital worthy of 
its world-wide importance. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Sir Hugh Beaver’s Retirement. 

Tue Minister of Works has agreed, at 
the request of Sir Hugh Beaver, Controller- 
General, Ministry of Works, and in 

’ ce with long-standing arrange- 
ments made with the late Minister of 
Works, to release Sir Hugh Beaver from 
his present appointment with effect from 
the end of September. Sir Hugh’s future 
arrangements will be such as will make it 
possible for the Minister of Works to con- 
tinue to benefit from his wide experience 
of the building and civil engineering dus. 
tries as and when the occasion arises. 

Sir Hugh Beaver, M.LC.E., M.I. 
Chem.E., who was a consulting engineer 
in Westminster, joined the Ministry of 
Works and Buildings just after its creation 
in October, 1940, as Controller of Build- 
ing Materials and Building Priorities. He 
was appointed to the newly created post 
of Director-General, Works and Buildings, 
in April, 1941. In April, 1945, when the 
Ministry was reorganised, the duties of 
Director-General were divided; Sir Hugh 
was appointed Controller-General and 
remained responsible for the control and 
direction of the building programme and 
the whole organisation to carry it out, the 
control and co-ordination of building mate- 
rials production and supply, civil Jicensing, 
building costs and materials prices, 
generally for conducting the relations be- 
tween the Ministry of Works and the 
Building and Civil Engineering Industries. 
His services were recogni by the 
award of a Knighthood in the Birthday 
Honours List of 1943. 


His Work at the Ministry. 

Tue retirement of Sir Hugh Beaver at 
this critical time will leave in the Ministry 
of Works a gap that will be difficult to 
fill. To those who have seen behind the 
scenes at Lambeth Bridge House it was 
obvious that there was someone there who 
was constantly aiming high—higher. per- 
haps, than the ramifications of the second 
largest industry in the country would 
permit—and whose visualisation of the 
nation’s post-war needs was clear. 

At the time of Sir Hugh’s appointment 
as Director-General the new Ministry of 
Works and Buildings was faced with an 
enormous Government building programme 
which had somehow to be related to the 
shrinking capacity of the building labour 
ferce, and which, moreover, had to be 
carned out with far greater speed than 
had ever before been known in the history 
of the industry. This task required inten- 
sive progressing and planning and Sir 
Hugh established a brains trust of experts 
in various aspects of the building and 
building materials industries, which be- 
came knowr: as the “ Sixth Floor Organi- 
sation,” to help him to do a job that was 
at all stages complicated by the addition 
of top priority jobs and interference by 
enemy air raids. Whenever it appeared 
that the total programme was running to 
scheduie and a further contraction of the 
labour force had started a tiew and heavy 
programme was required. The entry of 
the United States of America into the war 
demanded a huge programme of additional 
air bases and camps. Phenix and Pluto 
were surprise items involving large diver- 
sions of ilabour—and it is not sufficiently 
known that the Ministry of Works was the 
link between the Service Departments and 
private enterprise for this vital effgrt. 

Yet the building prggramme, which re- 
quired so many. new techniques, both for 
jobs of a traditional nature and for those 
unusual jobs such as the building of under- 
ground munitions factories, was. managed 
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so ably that in 1940 and 1943 (the two 
peak years) the tota] amount of work done 
was. valued at £350,000,000. 


A Great Planning Achievement. 

Tue planning of this huge _ war- 
time effort of the industries should have 
been enough fpr one man to take on. 
Indeed, it was this effort which won Sir 
Hugh his knighthood. In 1941, how- 
ever, when there was a virtual taboo on 
post-war thought, Sir Hugh initiated the 
Post-War Building Studies which are 
now pouring’ off the presses and which 
resulted in the Housing Manual, the 
Northolt Houses and in facilities being 
offered to anyone with an idea to have 
it tested and put into practice on an 
experimental scale with full support of 
the Government. At the same time he 
did a meritorious piece of work in estab- 
lishing the Codes of Practice Committee 
and in linking all these post-war research 
activities of the Ministry to the Building 
Research Station and the B.S.I. 

Sir Hugh’s main interest has, however, 
been in the enormous problem of defining 
the functions of all the facets of the 
building and civil engineering industries 
and a introducing an effective voluntary 
war-time control which required the 
minimum of legislation and was capable 
of ensuring that the best use was made 
of our resources. As a result of the 
registration of builders, initiated by 
Sir Hugh, we are able for the first time, 
to gauge the potential of the industry and 
to have the opportunity of planning its 
use for the good of all. 

The Government’s White’ Paper on 
the Building Industry was based on the 
report of the Central Council, Sir Hugh’s 
brain child. The report on Placing and 
Management of Building Contracts, the 
Apprenticeship Scheme, the widespread 
application of Programme and Progress 
Schedules, the introduction of Payment 
by Results, the efforts made to group 
contractors to ensure that every firm had 
an opportunity to do priority work, 


COMING EVENTS 
Friday, August 31. 

Town Piannine Institute. Conference at Man- 
chester. (Until September 1.) 

Wednesday, September 5. 

INSTITUTION OF HEATING AND VENTILATING 
Exoineers. Mr. 8. B. Jackson on “ Thermionic 
Valve Control of Heating and Ventilating In- 
stallations.”” At Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s- 
gate, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

Thursday, September 6. 

A.P.R.R. Mr. N. Northcott on ‘‘ Survey and 
Pian for Gorhambury Estate.” 34, Gordoen- 
square, W.C.1. 1 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 11. 

MinistRY oF Works. Demonstration: of. power- 

driven hand tools. . Paradise-street, Birmingham. 





present a fee of one shilling is demanded. 
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were ali the result of Sir Hugh’s inspira- 
tion. 

Naturally opinion on the efficacy of 
these works differs considerably in the 
industries themselves—but even Sir 
Hugh’s severest critic will admit that he 
did get things done. More than that, he 
maintained constant consultation with the 
industries themselves and vith the 
technical Press. He was always ready to 
listen to advice, though not always to 
accept it. 

Sir Hugh, we understand, is setting up 
in private practice as a consulting civil 
engineer at 4, Raymond Buildings, Gray's 
Inn. We wish him well in his new 
venture. 


Resignation of General Sir Frederick Pile, 

Ir is announced that in order to. facili. 
tate the reorganisation of the Ministry of 
Works consequent upon ithe alteration in 
its responsibilities in relation to housing; 
Generali Sir Frederick Pile, Bt., G.C.B,, 
D.S.0., M.C., Director-General of the 
Ministry, has placed his resignation ait 
the disposal of the Minister, who has 
accepted it. 







































House-Builders Unite. 

Tue fusion of all organisations of house- 
builders in the campaign for improved 
housing standards was announced this week 
by Mr. H. E. Comben, president of the 
National Federation of Registered House. 
Builders. All members will be pledged to 
build up to the standards of construction 
prescribed .by a National Registration 
Council, which will arrange for the inde 
pendent inspection of houses and the issue 
of certificates of compliance with an 
approved specification. ~Among the bodies 
represented are the National Federation of 
Registered House-builders, the House 
Builders’ Association of Great Britain, and 
the Birmingham and District House- 
Builders’ Association. 


House Plans and Models. 

We are asked to remind readers that 
the Exhibition of Permanent House Plans 
and Models, promoted by the House. 
Building Industries’ Standing Committee, 
is now open .at the Building Centre, 
Maddox-street, W. The intention was to 
close it on September 7, but there is a 
possibility that the date may be extended, 


A Postponement. 

Tue second of Miss Tyrwhitt’s talks at 
the Association for Planning ard Regional 
Reconstruction on ‘‘ Current Town-Plan- 
ning in Canada and the United States” 
has been postponed until] October 4, 


Professional Announcement. 

Mr. Racran: Squire, F.R.1.B.A., has 
now been released: from the Army and has 
rejoined the firm of Arcon as 2 partner in 
the business. Any correspondence for Mr. 
Squire should be addressed to 81, Picca- 
dilly, W.1. 


From The Builder of 1845. 
Saturday, August 30, 1845. 

Free ApMission To Pusiic BurILpINcs. 
On Saturday last a petition, signed by the 
mayor, magistrates. town council, clergy. 
and principal inhabitants of the city of 
Lincoln, to the number of 160, was for- 
warded to the Rt. Honourable Sir Robert 
Peel, Bart., the Premier, praying him in 
the appointment of the new dean to the 
cathedral chapter of that city; to have 
regard to the free admission of the. public 
to the cathedral at proper periods. At 


*,* This was. common practice, and on a latet 
occasion Godwin took the authorities of St. 
George’s Chapel, Windsor, to task for the 


autocratic behaviour of their verger. 
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SOME NOTES FROM THE YORK GUILDHALL 


By JOHN HARVEY. 


WEN the oak roof of the Guildhall at 
York was totally destroyed by fire in 
April, 1942, the tragedy was twofold. Not 
only was the original work lost, but also 
the extensive repairs which, after five 
years of meticulous and loving craftsman- 
ship, were on the point of completion. The 
roof was being renewed wherever neces- 
sary in the same form and material as had 
been used at its erection in the fifteenth 
century.. One af the great columns, 3l ft. 
in height, had to be replaced, others 
needed varying degrees of -recoring with 
solid timber, and much of the upper 
timbers required renewal owing to the 
ravages of the death-watch beetle. This 
remarkable. restoration was carried out 
under the direction of Mr. C. J. Minter, 
City Engineer, with the advice of the 
Ancient Monuments branch of the Minis- 
try of Works, who lent to the York Cor- 

ration the services of Mr. Lemuel 

owell, a master carpenter of forty years’ 
experience, 

Less than two months before the de- 
struction of the roof I had the good 
fortune to examine it in detail under the 
expert guidance of Mr. Powell, and made 
notes of the merchants’ marks and 
heraldry. The late Mr. T. P. Cooper (in 
his Guide to the Guildhall of the City of 
York, 1909, page 17) had published draw- 
ings of six of the marks, but as he was 
unable to examine them closely from a 
scaffolding his sketches contain errors. 
Cooper also gives a series of twelve 
masons’ marks from the internal ashlaring 
of the walls. From documentary sources* 
it is possible to name some of these men, 
and to fix the date of the hall’s construc- 
tion more accurately than has been done 
hitherto. 





* For many references to documents among the 
York archives I am deeply indebted to the Rev. 
Angelo Raine. 





‘In November, 1445, the Mayor and 
Commonalty of York agreed with the 
Guild of St. Christopher that they should 
build a new hall at their joint expense, 
but it was not until two years had elapsed 
that work was actually begun. A surviv- 
ing chamberlain’s account of 1448-49 
shows that workmen were driving piles 
for the foundations in the Spring of 1448, 
and the masons’ lodge was built and 
thatched with straw. Cords were pur- 
chased, evidently to mark out the plan ot 
the building, and from January onwards 
several masons were at work. The master 
was Robert Couper, who was paid 3s. 4d. 
per week, whilst six other masons, John 
Barton, William Clyff, Oliver de Lincoln, 
Thomas Sigrave, John Smyth, and 
William Staynford, each took 3s., and 
Couper’s servant Patrick 2s. 2d. No 
doubt further masons were taken on as 
the work progressed, but the later 
accounts are lost. Of the: men named, 
Barton had been master mason at the 
Minster since 1444, but was superseded in 
1450, and Smyth was probably identical 
with the mason of the same name who 
took up the freedom in 1445. 

The building was certainly far advanced 
in 1453, for the Austin Friars of York, 
whose property adjoined the Guildhall, 
complained that the added weight was 
affecting their river wall, and on October 
20 in that year it was agreed that the 
Mayor and Commonalty should erect a 
buttress against the wall to strengthen its 
foundations. In the same year Robert 
Couper was directing work at Walmgate 
Bar, to which materials were transferred 
from the Guildhall, from which it may be 
inferred that the walls were nearing com- 
pletion. In 1454 it was ordered that the 
fines of councillors who were late for 
meetings should go to the building fund, 
and in 1458 Richard Warter, alderman, 
made his will, bequeathing ‘‘ £20 to the 





Mayor and Commonalty of the City of 
York and to the Guild of St, Christopher 
for the making and sustentation of the 
Common Hall of the said city if the said 
hall shall not have been built before the 
day of my decease.”” This doubtless re- 
ferred to the completion of the timber; 
roof, for on May 7, 1459, occurred the first 
recorded meeting in the New Hall. 


The Roof Bosses. 


Passing from the. documents to the de- 
tails of the lost: roof, it is worth mention- 
ing that all the bosses were found to be 
so jointed that ~~ could not be moved 
except by dismantling the main timbers 
themselves; this ruled out the suggestion 
which has found currency in some publi- 
cations that certain bosses had been 
removed from St. Anthony’s Hall and 
added to the Guildhall roof. Many of the 
carvings were grotesques, a large number 
included figures playing musical instru- - 
ments, and, most interesting of all, several 
appeared to portray characters from the 
Mummers’ Play or Morris Dancers. In 
addition to these (of which a series of 
drawings was made during the restora- 
tion, to be published eventually by the 
Corporation of York), were eight bosses 
of a commemorative character. _Thrée’ of 
these were heraldic, and represented : (i) 
the Royal Arms supported by two angels 
—the arms are curiously reversed, dexter 
for sinister throughout; (ii) Argent a 
chevron engrailed azure, impaling azure a 
bend, argent (the tinctures having ‘been . 
repainted. are doubtful ; can this have been 
intended for the arms of the Guild of St. « 
Christopher ?); (iii) the City of Work. 

The other five bosses were charged with‘ 
merchants’. marks, which have not yet 
been identified. In one case a mark 
includes the initials ‘‘ W. H.,’’ which may 
stand for William Holbeck, a prominent 
York merchant, Sheriff in 1440, four times 
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Mayor (1449, 1458, 1470, 1472), who died 
in 1477. 'Three.other bosses, two of them 
in the roof of the Hall, and the third 
occurring twice in the later Committee- 
room ceiling, closely resemble one another, 
and probably belonged to members of one 
family, Heraldically, the use of angels as 
the royal supporters is extremely unusual, 
but is mentioned by Stow in referring to 
the ‘‘ Pope’s Head” tavern in Cornhill, 
London, where were the ancient arms of 
England, ‘‘ to wit, three leopards passant, 
gardant .. . supported between two angels 
. . . fair and largely graven in stone on 
the fore front towards the high street.’’ 
In the great hall of Croydon Palace the 
royal arms of France and England quar- 
terly, impaling those inscribed to Edward 
the Confessor, are supported by angels 
beneath an arched crown, with the motto 
Domine salvum ‘fac regem. (Pugin’s 
Examples of Gothic Architecture, vol. I.) 
This hall was almost certainly built for 
John Stafford, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
1443-52, and was thus contemporary with 
the GuildhaJl at York. It is perhaps 
suggestive that in all three cases where 
angels were used as supporters of the 
royal arms, the buildings were not them- 
solved Crown properties. 

Robert Couper was named as the official 
master mason of York in 1457-58,. when 
John Foulford appears as one of the prin- 
cipal carpenters of the city. Foulford 
had been working for the corporation in 
1448, apparently as their principal carpen- 
ter, and he was probably the designer of 
the great roof; he may have been the 
‘“John Wright’’ who became a freeman 
in 1444-45 and died in 1466. The varying 
styles of carving which appeared in the 
Guildhall bosses showed that a number of 
woodworkers were employed, at least one 
of whom seems to have worked on the 
contemporary roa! of All Saints’ Church, 
North-street. Specialist carvers, perhaps 
Flemings, begin to appear in York soon 
after this time, notably James Dam, who 
took up the freedom in 1456-57, and David 
Dam, alias Carver, both of whom occur 
repeatedly in the Minster fabric rolls 
during the next quarter century. 

Couper the mason died between August 
13 and 20, 1459 (York Wills, 2.415), leav- 
ing “‘to Robert Couper my son all my 
patterns and tools pertaining to my 
craft,’’ while another son Nicholas, a 
chaplain, received three silver spoons of 
the second best; and 40s. of silver ‘‘to 
pray devoutly for my soul.’’ Couper’s 
wife Marjorie survived him, to inherit the 
leases of a tenement in Walmgate, near 
the parish church of St. Margaret, in 
which her husband was to be buried “in 
the ambulatory before the Crucifix.’’ Here 
we must leave the architect of the York 
Guildhall, whose ‘walls still firmly stand, 
ready for the coming of a new roof. 


Severn Bridge: Work to Start Shortly. 

Pans for the construction of the Severn 
bridge, estimated to cost several million 
pounds, are being prepared. Application 
for Parliamentary powers will be made, 
the Ministry of War Transport expects. 
within a few weeks, and work ca the site 
will be started as soon as these have been 
obtained. Plans for the new bridge were 
considered by Parliament before the war. 
but the Government decided not to go 
ahead because of the demands of the 
defence programme. The scheme provided 
for a bridge over two and one-eighth miles 
long, with a span of about 1,400 ft. over 
the navigation channel of the river, which 
would save 54 miles between Bristol, 
Southampton, and Cardiff. and nine miles 
hetween London and Cardiff. 
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THE NATIONAL TRUST 


A LITERARY AND PICTORIAL RECORD. 


No fewer than twelve contributors 
have been called on in compiling this 
record of the fifty years’ work of the 
National Trust for securing the preserva- 
tion of places of natural beauty and 
buildings of historic or architectural 
interest.* The book is dedicated to the 
founders of the Society—Miss Octavia 
Hill, Canon Rawnsley and Sir Robert 
Hunter, and in the introduction by Mr. 
G. M. Trevelyan, O.M., the close co-opera- 
tion with other bodies- such as_ the 
Commons. and Footpaths Preservation 
Society, the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings, the Council for the 
Preservation of Rural England, and the 
Scapa Society for restraint of disfiguring 
advertisements is emphasised, in addition 
to links with various local bodies, includ- 
ing the Friends of the Lake District and 
the Norfolk Naturalist. Trust. 

The book now published covers a very 
wide field of operations, the details of 
which are scheduled in the index, so that 
the body of the work is able to deal with 
them on more general lines, ranging from 
scenic values, prehistoric sites, through 
the various periods of architectural 
interest, both in town and country, to 
those up to modern times possessing asso- 
ciations with historic events and eminent 
persons. The 113 illustrations are most 
judiciously selected to present a represen- 
tative picture of the character of the 500 
acquisitions that stand to the credit a 
the Trust. It should be mentioned that, in 
addition to purchase, many properties have 
been made safe by the means of protective 
covenants between the owners and the 
National Trust. 

The activities of the Trust are so wide 
in their scope that we can only specific- 
ally review those of special interest to 
our readers on the ground of their claims 
to architectural importance (as dealt 
with in Sections III to VIII), though the 
book as a whole forms a most valuable 
outline of the story of the development 
of civilisation in Great Britain south of 
the Tweed. So far, operations have ex- 
tended only to a very limited extent out- 
side this area, but it must surely be ex- 
pected that either this or allied societies 
will cover Scotland and Ireland. 

Pre-Roman remains include ‘numerous 





* The National Trust. A Record of Fifty Years’ 
Achievement. Edited by James Lees-Milne. B. T. 
Batsford, London, W.1. 12s. 6d. 


inhabited sites, burial barrows, and the 
earthworks and stone circles at Avebury 
and Keswick. The character of the 
Roman occupation is next studied, and a 
typical portion of Hadrian’s wall has been 
secured ; many camp forts and villas have 
also been investigated, and some are in 
the hands of the Trust; the villa at Ched- 
worth, near Cirencester, is particularly 
isformative. Passing on to medieval 
times, we have the numerous remains of 
defensive castles and the abbeys aban- 
doned in the reign of Henry VIII. Most 
of the other ecclesiastical buildings are in 
safe hands, though in the case of those 
damaged or destroyed by enemy action 
the Trust probably regards itself as hold- 
ing a watching brief. 

Of course a good many abbey churches 
remain to us, and there are interesting 
cases in which other remnants are em- 
bodied in domestic buildings—Lacock 
Abbey, Wiltshire, is a good example of 
this. Then we have many illustrations 
of the gradual evolution of the castle into 
the manor house and the picturesque 
medieval village near by. The large 
country mansion, starting in Tudor times 
and passing through various architectural 
phases down to the nineteenth century, 
has taken an important place in the acti- 
vities of the Trust, which holds a con- 
trolling interest in such important ones 
as Montacute, Blickling, Speke, Little 
Morton, Barrington Court, Hatchlands, 
West Wycombe, Clivedon, and a number 
of others. 

The various minor properties in towns 
and villages are too numerous to mention, 
but, as a whole, constitufé a most valu- 
able series, and we may be assured that 
few opportunities have been missed for 
acquisition or control when we consider 
the limited financial resources of the 
Trust. These have imposed a policy that 
the revenue arising from the properties 
must, as far as possible, cover its main- 
tenance, and that an expert staff of pro- 
perty managers is required for this pur- 
pose. The appeal for greater monetary 
support is justified by the fact that the 
work of the Society is restricted by the 
extent to which its undertakings have to 
comply with this condition. This publi- 
cation which, on its merits, deserves a 
wide circulation, should do much to 
increase the general knowledge of the 
value of the Trust operations and _ its 
claim for an increased membership. 





TABLE V 


LABOUR POSITION JULY, 


1941 TO OCTOBER, 1943 


Table showing number of operatives at July, 1941, January, May and November; 1942 and October, 1943 classified by size of firm 





























JULY, 1941 JANUARY, 1942 MAY, 1942 NOVEMBER, 1942 | OCTOBER, 1943 
CLASSIFICATION - 
BY SIZE OF % of % of % of % of % of 
EMPLOYING FIRM ‘ TOTAL ‘ TOTAL " TOTAL ™ TOTAL » TOTAL 
000's | opzra- | °'8 | opzra- | °°°'S | opxna- | 90'S | opera. | °°°'S | opzna- 
TIVES TIVES TIVES TIVES ‘TIVES 
Employing : : 
I- 19 operatives 216'5 222 190°9 246 185°2 250 1612 258 155°7 304 
20- 99 ” 212°7 217 183°6 23°6 172°3 23°4 134°7 216 132°4 258 
100 499 ” 1980 20°2 152 19°5 1418 19°3 123°7 19°8 95°6 18-7 
500-999 69°1 7 4883 | . 63 481 65 39's 63 36-7 72 
1000-4999 ae 163°6 16-7 127°7 164 125°1 17'0 1184 189 674 13°! 
Over 5000 = 118-0 12°1 747 96 647 8-8 47°7 76 247 48 
Torar .. - | 977°9' | 100°0 7769 100°, “9372 100°0 6a5°2 100°0 512°5 100°0 


























* Figures for july, 1941 were compiled from the first of this series of returns. Subsequent enquiries revealed that those for July, 


1941 includ 


number of operatives who were not actually engaged on building and civil engineering activities, 


SEE FACING PAGE. 
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THE BUILDER 


Tas.e VII 
OPERATIVES PER FIRM—BY TYPE AND SIZE OF FIRM 























"Table showing average number of op per firm classified by type and side of firm at July, :941, November, 1942 and 
October, 1943 
"AVERAGE NUMBER OF : AVERAGE NUMBER OF 
CLASSIFICATION BY OPERATIVES PER FIRM CLASSIFICATION BY OPERATIVES PER FIRM 
TRADE OF SIZE OF 
t EMPLOYING FIRM JULY, NOV., ocT., © EMPLOYING FIRM JULY, NoV., * 
1941 1942 1943 1941 1942 1943 
General Builders .. 10°2 4 92 Firms Employing : 
Building & C.E. Contractors 239°6 170°T 122°5 1- 19 Operatives 39 41 42 
| C.E. Contractors .. 772 55°2 522 20- 99 39'S 39°0 389 
Plumbers .. " <é 338 oO 7 36 100- 499 » 1958 191'5 186-0 
Joiners and Carpenters .. 47 38 35 500- 999 ” 690°8 6808 7192 
Painters «we #2 +9) 47 || 1000-4999» 20708 | 18798 | 1871-4 
Other Specialists .. 1's 94 82 sooo&over ,, 73771 7951'0 8236°0 
y 
Tora. 15°8 14°4 12°5 Tora 158 144 | ~ 12°5 
































Note: In using all tables relating to size groups it should be remembered that firms are classified according to their size at the 


date of each return. 


ORGANISATION AND OUTPUT 


M.O.W. STATISTICAL TABLES. 


We have recently been studying two 
sets of statistics, one produced by a 
Government Department and another by 
a large industrial firm. Both are informa- 
tive, but one set indicates that its com- 
pilers have a mission to ascertain essential 
facts so that they may be used as the 
background from which the community 
may be better served. The other set is 
merely a summation and simple analysis 
of returns made in response to a ques- 
tionnaire issued under a war¢ime Regula- 
tion. In comparing the two compilations, 
that of the Government does not show up 
particularly well. 


The Government set is called ‘‘ Statisti- 
cal Tables Relating to the Building and 
Civil Engineering Industries in _ War- 
time,’ and is issued by His Majesty’s 
Stationery Office, price Sd. net. Under 
Defence Regulation 56 AB all employers 
in the building and civil engineering in- 
dustries were required to register and to 
supply the Ministry of Works with certain 
particulars regarding their employing 
capacity. The figures resulting from the 
submission of these particulars relate to 
five periods, namely, July, 1941; January, 
192; May, 1942; November, 1942; and 
October, 1943. 


The total number of firms in the indus- 
tries with operatives in July, 1941, was 
61,923. This figure had fallen to 40,931 
by October, 1943. We have italicised 
the words ‘‘ with operatives,’’ because in 
addition to the firms with operatives a 
large number of firms made returns as 
being active in the month to which the 
returns related, but as having no opera- 
tives on the: last pay-day of the month. 
This figure has fluctuated in a somewhat 
random way, and it may be said that 
there have been some 27,000 to 31,000 
such firms in the industries continuously 
since 1941. Such firms may have had one 
or more operatives for a part of the 
month; and some firms with ‘nil’? em- 
ployees returned a figure for value of 
output amounting in all to about 
£500,000, but this is not included in the 
total output of £29,000,000 given for 
October, 1943. It is no doubt excluded 
ou the grounds that these no-operative 
firms were for the greater part working 
as small jobbing men for an income which 
was almost entirely made up of their own 
wages. The position of the small, inedium 
and large builders is shown in the table 
given on the facing page. 





Another interesting table gives the 
average number of operatives per firm 
for different classes of firms, the classifica- 
tion being both by trade and by size. 
This table is reproduced above. 


An estimate of the value of work done 
in various categories is given in 
Table VIII, reproduced below. 


All of this is of interest, but the in- 
formation supplied is sadly lacking in any 
post-war value. It is well known that the 
war-time set-up of the building industries 
differed greatly from that which was 
normal, Government Departments found 
it easier to let out their work to the large 
firms, which consequently grew out of 
recognition; the air-raid shelter pro- 
gramme and, unfortunately, war damage 
repairs provided sufficient work to keep 
the smal] firms in being even if they could 
no lenger be run as_ efficient and 
economical units. The medium-sized firm, 
which is the backbone of the industry, 
suffered the greatest casualties. This is 
not brought out by the returns, prin- 
cipally because many of the casualties had 
eccurred before the returns were first col- 
lected. Again, the type of firm which 
before the war specialised in house-build- 
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ing became an early casualty, and because 
its capital is locked up in Jand frequently 
developed with roads and sewers, and be- 
cause it cannot get licences to restart 
building, it looks like remaining on the 
casualty list. 


How much more valuable these statistics 
would have been if they could have been 
extended to indicate the pre-war activities 
and post-war potentialities cof the building 
industries. There is so much work of all 
descriptions to be done, and there is an 
industry available to do that work which 
in peace time divides itself into large and 
medium contractors capable of under- 
taking the rebuilding of cities like London, 
Coventry and Plymouth, maintenance 
and jobbing firms, and _house-building 
specialisis. These last have an experience 
which must not be lost to the community. 
We believe that records must exist which 
would show how this sectiog of the in- 
dustry is divided into those capable of 
building thousands of houses each year, 
those who can build hundreds each year, 
and those who in their own towns and 
villages build the twos and sixes and the 
twenties which all go to swell the grand 
total of house-building which is so 
urgently needed. If this potentially great 
machine can get started it would put 
heart into the hundreds of thousands who 
are becoming more than a little perturbed 
at Government and local authority 
inactivity. 

The other set of statistics to which we 
have referred is contained in a book called 
“Industrial Record, 1919-1939,’’* pub- 
lished by Cadbury Bros., Ltd., of Bourn- 
ville. We quote the following paragraph 
from the introduction :— 

* Starting with the assumption that 
capital and labour, management and 
workers, manufacturers and distributors, 
are to be collaborators in the enterprise 
of serving the community, it is worth 
while trying to determine the sort of indus- 
trial organisation which can pursue this 
aim most effectively. How can changing 
public tastes and variations of demand 
best be met? How far shouid the 
economies of mass-production be sacrificed 
to variety? How can products be dis- 
tributed most efficiently? What oppor- 
tunities can the workers be given to fit 





* Price 8s. 6d. Distributed by Sir Ivaac Fitman & 
Sons, Ltd., London, W.C.2. 


Taste VIII 
BUILDING AND CIVIL ENGINEERING INDUSTRIES 
ESTIMATE OF VALUE OF WORK DONE—BY TYPE OF WORK—YEARS TO 31st DECEMBER 


















































ESTIMATED VALUE OF 
FYES OF WORE WORK DONE (£ MNS.) 
CATEGORY DESCRIPTION | “1940 | 1941 1942 1943 
NEW WORK : 
Military Construction Airfields, Camps and Training Establishments, Defence 
" Works, Storage Depots, Wireless Telegraph we 140 120 125 122 
Industrial Facilities Factories, Docks and Harbour Works... as 80 76 65 46 
‘ivil Defence Air Raid Precautions, Public Shelters, Static Water 42 23 12 
Residential Building Hostels and Housing ai ey pe ee ta 22 16 6 
Roads and Streets Strengthening, Widening and Major Maintenance Work 
on Roads os ee ee ae oe «z 88 2 3 3 
Public and Institutional 
Buildings in * Hospitals, Schools . .. es ye “ < we 6 6 9 
Public Utilities Electricity, Gas, Water, Sewerage, Railways, Ports, 
Canals, ‘Tramways me. -" <a oe as 19 16 12 
All other New Work Including Mines and Opencast Coal! = ~ ae 13 18 16 
TOTAL NEW WORK 308 joo 272 226 
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS ” 
G Mai Mai of G Owned and Operated Pro- 
Air Raid Damage Air Rai vena hpetitiaiad Mibihe Cline °° x he ee oe 
Je ir v6 I 5° 
All Other Work .. : wa re: es bid = +. ry ee 108 of 64 52 
TOTAL MAINTENANCE AND 
REPAIRS ee s 117 170 153- | 124 
TOTAL ALL WORK .. 425 470 |+ 425 350 
© Nortzs : 
(i) The estimates in Table VIII are based on a wide variety of sources and are subject to revision if more detailed 
cr information available. : ’ 2 
(ii) In comparing the value figures shown above with pre-war levels it should be remembered that great variation took 
sterling, the type of constructional work undertaken and the costs of 


place between the two periods in the value of 
materials and labour. 


+ Amounting to £5 mns. in 1943. 
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themseives for positions of responsibility? 
How can the introduction of labour-saving 
machinery be reconciled with the claim of 
the displaced worker? ”’ 

The answers to these questious are 
sought and to a large extent found in a 
series of most interestiug diagrams dealing 
with various facets of organisation and 

‘management, technical progress and fac 
tory development, marketing and price 
policy, distribution, recruitment uca- 
tion and promotion of labour, welfare and 
social security, and kindred matters. 

Parallel questions might be asked in 
regard to the building industry. Many 
of the answers could be supplied by the 
professional institutions and the trade 
organisations. Is it too much to hope that 
the architects and builders will show the 
same appreciation for the need of constant 
research with a view to serving the needs 
of the community as has been shown by 
this famous chocolate firm? 


R.1.B.A. 


Members Released from the Forces. etc. 

Te following members have notified the 
R.1.B.A. that, having been released from 
the Forces or from other forms of National 
Service, they are resuming practice and 
would like to receive trade catalogues 
and other data, etc., at the addresses 
given :— 

Mr. Edward Armstrong (F.}, 19, Man- 
chester-square, W.5. (Wel. 3820.) 

Mr. William Beech (L.), Chambers of 
Commerce Buildings, Cumberland-place, 
Southampton. 

Mr. Kenneth E. Black (F.), 10, Prince 
Albert-street, Brighton,1. (In partner- 
ship with Mr. C. Lawrence Clayton (F.).) 

Mr. Selby J. Clewer (A.), c/o The 
Ministry of Education, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, E. Africa. 

Mr. Walter W. Fisk (A.), 52, “:walior 
House, Chase-road, Southgate, N.14. 

Mr. John S. Fowler (A.), 41, Portland- 
terrace, Southampton, 

Lieut.-Col. Wallace J. Gregory, R.E. 
(F.), 5, All Saints-passage, Cambridge. 
(Cambridge 54714.) 

Mr. John Grey (F.), 68, Abingdon-villas, 
Kensington, W.8. (Wes. 7977.) 

Mr. C. E, Hanscomb (F.}, The Old 
School House, Eastwick-road, Bookham, 
Surrey. 

Mr. Venice Cham- 
bers, 61, Lord-street, Liverpool 2 

Mr. G. F. Long (L.), 2, Dorchester- 
court, Muswell Hill, N.10. 

Mr, Robert Lutyens (F.),. with Mr. 
Harold Greenwood (F.), 13, Mansfield- 
street, W.1. (Langham i833.) 

Lieut.-Col. G. H. Nicholls, R.E. (L.), 
White Walls, Batchworth Jill, Rickmans- 
worth, Herts. 

Major Lennox D. Paterson, T.D. (F.), 
Chambers, 6, Cadzow-street, Hamilton, 


Walter Lewis {L.), 


Mr. H. T. Rushton (L.), 19, Swains- 
lane, Highgate, N.6. 

Mr. Arthur H. Russell (L.), 9, Duke- 
street-hill, London Bridge. S.E.1. 

Colonel G. Shenstone, C.B.E., T.D. (F.), 
34, Bloomsbury Way, London, W.C.1. 

Mr. F. G. Southgate (A.), Borough 
Architect, Town Hall, Walthamstow, E.17. 

Major A. M. Watt Low, R.E., J.P. (L.), 
$06, King’s Park-ayenue, Bankhead, 
Rutherglen. 

Mr. G. Berkeley Wills (F.), 41, High- 
street, Marlow, Bucks. 

Mr. Trensith Wills (F.), 24, Yeoman’s- 
row, Brompion-road, 8.W.3. (Ken. 8581.) 

Mr. Clifford Worthington (A.), China 
Dog Studio, East Row, Rochester. 


THE BUILDER 


THE SELLING PRICE OF 


HOUSES 


REPORT OF M.O.H. INTER- 
DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE. 
Tue Report of the Inter-departmental 
Committee on the Selling Price of Houses* 
was presented to Parliament on Thurs- 
day, August 23, by the Minister of Heaitn 
(Mr. Aneurin Bevan) and the Secretary 
wi State for Scotland (Mr. Joseph West- 
wood). The committee outline a scheme 
tor controlling selling prices which they 
consider reasonably practicable, provided 
ihe Inland Kevenue Valuation Office can 
be adequately staffed. The main points 

im the Keport are :— 

The maximum selling price oi any 
house should be the vaiue of the house 
with vacant possession at March 31, 1939, 
plus 50 per cent.; the March, 1939, value 
to be fixed by the District Valuer, it being 
assumed that the house was then in the 
condition in which it ig at the date of 
valuation. 

The vendor should obtain a certificate 
from the District Valuer as to the maxi- 
mum permitted price, which the pur- 
evhaser should produce when he takes the 
conveyance for stamping. The vendor 
and purchaser should also sign declara- 
tions stating that no additional payment 
has been made and giving full particulars 
of any collateral transaction relating to 
the sale entered into between them or 
any members of their families—such as, 
for example, the sale of furniture and 
fittings, 

Both vendor and purchaser should be 
liable to penalties for selling or buying 
above the permitted price or for making 
any false statement in the declaration. 
The Court should have power in its dis- 
eretion to order the refund to the pur- 
chaser of the whole or any part. of any 
excess paid by him if the circumstances 
appear to justify it. 

Any owner who has bought a house at 
a high price since 1939 should have the 
option of selling it for that price, but the 
purchaser from him should only be able 
to sell it afterwards at the controlled 
price. 

The scheme should continue for five 
years, but at the end of three years the 
percentage might be re-examined and 
varied if necessary. 

The scheme should apply to sale trans- 
actions, involving the conveyance of free- 
hold or leasehold interests with or with- 
out vacant possession, except where the 
interest to be sold is subject to an out- 
standing lease having five or more years 
to run. 

The Committee suggest that if it is 
desired to limit the application of the 
scheme, it might be done by excluding 
houses the rateable value of which is in 
excess of the limits in the Rent Restric- 
tions Acts—that is, £100 in the Metro- 
politan Police District and the City of 
London, £90 in Scotland and £75 else- 
where. The Committee visualise the 
exempton of farmhouses, houses on small 
holdings and properties used for business 
or industrial purposes if they were built 
or adapted for such purposes, 

The scheme should not have retrospec- 
tive effect since it would be most unfair 
to reopen past transactions. To do so 
would, in any case, be impracticable. say 
the Committee. 

An appeal should lie from the valuation 
of the District Valuer to an Official 
Arbitrater, for which a fee might be 
charged to be remitted in the discretion 
ofthe Arbitrator if the appeal is success- 
ful. Only the vendor should have the 
right-of appeal. 

The Inter-departmental Committee. 
under the chairmanship of Mr. John 
Morris, K.C., was appointed by the 





*Cmd. 6670. H.M. Stationery Office, York 
House, Kingsway, price 6d., post free 7d. 
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Coalition Government on March 19, 1945, 
*“*to consider and report whether it is 
practicable to control effectively the 
selling price of houses with or without 
vacant possession and to prevent undue 
financial advantage being taken of the 
present housing shortage; and, if so, what 
measures should be adopted to effect 
those objects.” 

The report is signed by all the members 
of the Committee, asfollows: Mr. John W, 
Morris, C.B.E., M.C., K.C. (chairman), Mr, 
W. 8S. Allison (managing director, Scottish 
Amicable Building Society), Mr. Herbert 
Butcher, M.P. (Liberal National, Holland 
with oston, Gold Medallist of 
Auctioneers’ Institute), Mr. Lewis Silkin, 
M.P. (Labour, Peckham, now Minister 
of Town and Country Planning), Mr. 
Leslie Raymond, F.§8.I., F.A.I. (chartered 
surveyor, auctioneer, and land agent, 
Edgware), Ald. W. S. Lewis, J.P. (former 
Lord Mayor of Birmingham). 


TENDERING WITHOUT 


QUANTITIES 


NEW L.M.B.A. INSTRUCTION TO 
MEMBERS. 

Tue Administrative Committee of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, at 
its meeting last week, passed an urgent 
resolution reminding its members that they 
are under pledge not to tender for work 
over £1,500 without quantities, and 
instructing them that this now applies to 
housing contracts. The resolution is as 
follows :—‘‘ Members shall not tender in 
competition for contracts exceeding £1,500 
in total value without bills of quantities 
being supplied. In the case of contracts 
for the repetitive construction of small 
dwelling houses the bitls of quantities shall 
be prepared in accordance with the prin- 
ciples of the code for the measurement of 
building work in small dwelling houses. 
This undertaking shall not apply to con- 
tracts for repairs or contracts for painting 
or decorating only.” 

Copies are being sent to all the Govern- 
ment Departments concerned with build- 
ing, to all local authorities in the London 
area, and to all the Regional Federations 
of the National Federation, so that any of 
their members tendering for work in the 
London area may know of it. 

** Our reason for issuing this instruc- 
tion to our members just now,’ said Mr. 
G. H. A. Hughes, Director of the 
L.M.B.A., ‘‘ is that we are at the begin- 
ning of a new era of building. The 
Government, through the Ministry of 
Health, which has long opposed quan- 
tities for housing, has at last recognised 
their importance by urging local authorities 
to ‘make the fullest trial of the new 
system,’ that is the modified bills of quan- 
tities which the National Federation and 
the Chartered Surveyors’ Institution have 
worked out, in their new housing pro- 
grammes. 

‘The case for quantities is obvious. 
The provision of quantities makes clear té 
builders what they are tendering for, and 
that everybody is tendering on the same 
thing. It avoids the need for a large 
number of builders getting out quantities 
for themselves before they are in a posi- 
tion te tender, and it forces the client to 
make up his mind what he really wants 
before the work begins, thereby allowing 
the proper organisation to be set up. 

“* The Ministry of Works Mission to the 
United States last year reported strongly 
in favour of simplified quantities for use 
in connection with small dwelling houses, 
and The Builder’s own leading article on 
the subject last week left no doubt that 
it was emphatically in’ favour of their pro- 
vision, in the interest alike of éfficient 
building and reduced costs.’ 
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THE ‘*WIMPEY ” HOUSE 


IN. OPEN-FRONT CONSTRUCTION 
USING “NO-FINES’” CONCRETE 
WITH BRICK-BUILT FRONT 


ERIC COLLINS, A.R.I.B.A., 
CONSULTING ARCHITECT 


GENERAL.—In contrast to prefabricated houses built by novel 
methods and materials which have yet to be proved, Wimpeys 
have applied their energies to seeking new methods of construct- 
ing permanent houses which will enable trusted materials to be 
used quickly and inexpensively with a-minimum of skilled 
labour. The type of house illustrated can be builf within a 
month, it is claimed, at an approximate cost of £900, exclusive 
of land and roads, A pair of “ pilot’’ houses have been built 
at Field End-road, Eastcote, Middlesex. 

The side, back and party walls of the house are 12 in. thick, 
built of a special cellular concrete which is damp-proof and 
warm. This is poured into a skilfully made formwork which 
can be removed when the concrete has set and be used for a 
great number of other houses. The secret of the success of the 
scheme lies in the careful manner in which“the formwork has 
been designed. This formwork locates the exact position of 
all the windows, door openings and other holes which are re- 
quired in the external walls, and in addition, marks the precise 
position of all the places where pipes and other fittings are to 
be fixed and skirtings nailed. 

By using cranes to handle the formwork, units as large as the 
complete side of the house can be placed in position in one opera- 
tion, and the concrete poured very quickly in 8 ft. lifts by civil 
engineering methods. The use of large-scale formwork is made 
possible by leaving the front of the house open in the initial 
stages to allow the units to be withdrawn. As soon as the 


concrete is completed the roof can be fixed, allowing the work 





SECOND LIFT SHUTTER BEING PLACED. WINDOW FRAMES ALREADY 
LOCATED. MIXER DISCHARGING INTO TIPPING SLIP ON MOB.LE 
HOIST. 
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in connection with floors, partitions, etc., to be carried out 
under cover for inclement weather, and with the open front 
giving easy access for storing the materials in the dry. 

One of the last operations consists of building a brick front 
which allows each house to have an individual design. Actually 
in the normal house, because of the considerable area of the 
front windows and door openings, only 13 per cent. of the brick- 
work above damp course is in the front wall. ‘Thus nearly all 
the skilled bricklaying is saved. The house is finished off with 
the normal hipped tiled roof. 

Although Wimpeys have not adopted prefabricated materials 
for the external walls and roof, which have to stand the effects of 
weather, we understand that they have been eager to adopt 





OUTSIDE SHUTTER UNITS 16 FT. 4 IN. BY 10 FT. UNLOADING. ONCE 
ON SITE, THESE ARE BOLTED TOGETHER TO FORM FOUR UNITS, 
BEING THE COMPLETE OUTSIDE FORMWORK FOR THE PAIR OF HOUSES. 





BOX SHUTTER BEING UNLOADED. SHUTTERS ALSO ACT AS 
SCAFFOLDING, 





SECOND LIFT SHUTTER-CHIMNEY BREAST. 
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lettered 


: 


FRONT 
FRONT ELEVATION OF 


such factory methods as are available for 
making the internal fittings, and arranged 
for all the roof timbers and floor joists to 
be cut to size before being sent to the site. 

Construction.—The firm has supplied 
the following technical description :— 

In view of a probable shortage of brick- 
layers, this scheme is the result of an 
attempt to select the best alternative con- 
struction to brickwork for permanent 
houses. Brickwork has not been entirely 
obviated, since we still consider it the 
simplest manner of forming the foundations 
to meet ground variation and have retained 
brickwork for the front of the house, where 
variation of design is desirable and would 
be costly if attempted by varying shutter. 
ing for in situ work. Apart from its 
inherent merit of insulation and _ the 
absence of capillary attraction, ‘‘ No- 
Fines ’’ concrete has been selected since 
it is a material which :— 

(a) Does not call for skilled bricklayer 
or mason labour as would the laying of 
precast slabs or tiles. 

(%) Does not require the tricky cavity 
shuttering needed for dense concrete. 

(c) Due to the thickness required for 
insulation it can be poured in larger lifts 
and so save time. 

(d) Allows the use of a material such as 
stone aggregate, which is readily available 
in most parts of the country, 

Suurrertnc.—Having decided on ‘“‘ No- 
Fines”? concrete as the alternative 
material, it was considered that the major 
problem was the shuttering. It should 
meet the following needs as near as 
possible : (a) Allow quick erection and re- 
moval with a minimum of labour; (5) per- 
mit the speediest pouring of concrete 
possible; (c) act as a template for setting 
out windows, etc.; and (d) permit being 
used the greatest number of times. 

Somewhere at this stage it was realised 
how little actual front wall there is to a 
normal bay-window house, and the sug 
tion presented itself of testing whether the 
initial leaving down of such front wal] as 
there is would help the shuttering to meet 
the needs required of it. With ‘‘ open 


front construction ” it appeared that :— 
(a) The size of the internal shuttering 
was no longer governed by being suitable 
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for extraction through window or door 
openings. 

(®) The oversite concrete foundation was 
accessible as a level platform from which 
to work. 

(c) The longer the front wall could be 
left down the easier access for the 
materials of following trades. 

The 12-in. ‘‘ No-Fines ’’ walls were first 
calculated for stability without the tying 
effect of the front wall. This was found 
to be reasonable, particularly in view of 
the close follow-up of the proposed steel 
frame to the front, which provided a far 
better tie than was ever obtained with the 
normal construction of a bay-window 
house. Having decided the front could be 
left down, some thought was given to the 
question of scaffolding, bearing in mind 
that the ‘‘ No-Fines’’ needed rendering 
externally. Any external scaffold left up 
for the purpose of being used for rendering 
meant first of all it would have to be free- 
standing; and, secondly, that large-size 
units could not be withdrawn from behind 
it. With the open-front offering the con- 
crete oversite as a level platform off 
which to work in lieu of the normal uneven 
ground outside with its disturbance of 
service trenches, it was a quick step to the 
adoption of the box shutters, which pro- 
vided. shuttering and scaffolding in one 
operation. We are investigating using a 
light scaffolding hooked to the concrete 
shell for the plastering, and also the 
possibility of spray-rendering the external 
walls. The larger one -conceived the 
shuttering units, the better they appeared 
to meet the previously mentioned needs. 

(a) Quick erection.—Less actual fixings 
required each time the units are assembled 
and dismantled. 

(3) Quick pouring.—Instead of the pour- 
ing of the concrete being restricted by the 
size of the shutters available, the amount 
of concrete which can be conveniently 
poured is the governing factor. 

(c) Setting out.—More accurate setting 
out is possible, as the variance caused by 
junctioning individual units is reduced. 

(d) Number of times used.—The answer 
to this question seems a compromise. The 
larger the unit the greater the possibility 
of damage due to carelessness. On the 
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other hand, a gang of men who can clearly 
see that a special unit is helping them to 
make bonus will probably look after it 
with greater care than smaller standard 
units which may have to be thrown around 
by hand into heaps for cartage, the work- 
men having the knowledge that damaged 
units can be readily replaced. In addition, 
the wear on shuttering to a large extent 
takes place at the fixing points; therefore, 
the less number of fixing points the less 
wear. Care has been taken that no units 
need be temporarily nailed together, all 
units being: provided with wing nut bolts, 
the holes for which will have metal bushes, 

On balance it seemed well worth while to 
design on the basis of larger special units 
which could be made to provide the neces, 
sary provision for openings, holes and fix- 
ing well in advance of the pouring of the 
concrete, in preference to using standard 
small-size units requiring constant attend- 
ance by skilled labour to make the neces- 
sary special arrangements as each level is 
reached. 

There seemed no reason why the external 
shuttering should not be made full height 
to act as a template as fully as possible 
the governing factor being the question of 
handling a large unit into position. It will 
be seen that the largest unit which forms 
the complete flank wall of the house weighs 
21 cwt. dry. Under normal site conditiong 
it should .be possible readily to transport 
and place poh a unit into position by a 
mobile crane. Quite frankly we are await- 
ing practical experience to judge whether 
under conditions of high wind on a very 
sticky site a unit of this size is a practical 
proposition, but we consider it, well worth 
while to experiment on these lines with 
the knowledge that we can reduce in size 
rather than be over-cautious and use 
smaller units with the possibility that the 
larger unit is never tried out. 

With regard to the height of the inner 
box shutters, it was obvious that the pour- 
ing could not be done in one lift. The 
height of the first lift shutter has been 
established at being taken to the under- 
side of the first floor joists, since this 
position allows the placing of tie-rods just 
above the window openings and also the 
piace of metal corbels where necessary 
or trimming the floor joists, The halv- 
ing of the length of the inner box shutters 
follows naturally to bring them within 
handable size in proportion to their height. 
The question of easy stripping has been s 
constant factor of the design, as is typi- 
fied by the junction of the box shutters 
being formed by overlapping plates leaving 
the actual units well clear of each other, 
and, again, by making all the pegs which 
fix the "anger, of window openings and 
other holes, etc., removable, so that there 
is no awkward attachment of such units 
when the large units are lifted clear. 

Another factor of the design has been 
te avoid tying the pouring of the con- 
crete to any other trade. To this end the 
tixing of the floor joists can follow after 
the pouring of the concrete shell is com- 
plete. Further, this method allows the con- 
creting set-up to proceed at its maximum 
output, completing if necessary all the 
shells in advance of other trades if labour 
for the following trades is difficult, and so- 
permit the set-up to be moved to another 
site. Apart. from complicating the shutter- 
ing, pouring im. situ, thin internal parti- 
tions have been avoided on the grounds of 
economy and speed, since breeze slabs 
on hollow tiled partitions can give the 
same result and provide an undercover job 
on wet days for the gang of bricklayers 
who will be doing the fronts. 

Srezt Frame.—The intermediate steel 
frame takes the place of the 44-in. brick 
load-bearing wall used in the speculative 
builder’s normal ‘‘ Universal” plan. As 
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THE BRICK FOUNDATION AND OVERSITE. 


ISOMETRIC PROGRESS DRAWINGS 
OF CONSTRUCTION 


FULL HEIGHT OUTSIDE FORMWORK (IN FOUR UNITS). 








FIRST LIFT BOX SHUTTERS ACTING AS SCAFFOLD. SECOND LIFT BOX SHUTTERS, ALSO STACK SHUTTER. 














LIGHT STEEL FRAMING CENTRALLY AND FRONT. THE COMPLETED HOUSE, 860 FT. SUPER. 


THE WIMPEY ‘‘NO-FINES’’ CONCRETE (BRICK FRONT) HOUSE. 
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previously, the steelwork allows the first 
floor joists to run front to »back, canti- 
levering out for a bay window if desired 
and avoiding the building-in of the ends 
of joists into a party wall. It also allows 
the ceiling joists to span in the direction 
in which they act as ties to the ends of 
the rafters, and at the same time the 
steelwork also provides support from 
which the roof can be strutted. The main 
advantage of using steel in this position is 
that it allows greater flexibility for 
planning, and a 70-sq. ft. bedroom No. 3 
can more readily be provided than with 
the 44-in. brick load-bearing partition: 
The main advantage of the steelwork to 
the front of the house is that in addition 
to acting as a tie between the concrete 
walls, it allows the roof and first floor con- 
struction to proceed independently of ‘the 
brick front. 

REMAINING ConstRuUCTION.—The remain- 
ing construction has been shown. along 
rermal lines, continuing the economies 
practised pre-war by the _ speculative 
builder. With a view to minimising the 
use of timber it would have been possible 
for us to have included in our design for 
pre-cast concrete or steel roof and floor 
construction, but..in our judgment the 
methods at present available for using such 
alternative materials still remain more 
costly and require more man-hours to give 
a comparable result with that obtained by 
the accepted pre-war methods. 

We have therefore restricted the experi- 
ment to within the limits which, in our 
opinion, will provide a house of no less 
a standard than the normal speculative 
house of this size built pre-war, but at the 
same time we have attempted to strike a 
balance between the many current sugges- 
tions being made for improved house design 
and the cost such suggestions incur. 

Savina Sxizttep Lazsour.—Apart from 
the “‘ No-Fines’’ concrete, the remainder 
of the materials and methods are normal; 
it appears to us that the best comparison 
by which to judge the merit or otherwise 
of the scheme is to compare the assumed 
man-hours required for the actual ‘ No- 
Fines’’ concrete against what would. be 
required if the ‘‘ No-Fines ’’ is replaced by 
normal brickwork. 

Since in pre-war it was usual for the 
flank and rear walls to be 11 in. commons 
rendered, the rendering in both cases can 
be omitted. 

Therefore the comparison would be as 
follows :— 


Brickwork.—5 Rods (per pair) 
21,760 bricks at 50 bricks per hr. 


Bricklayers ©... 435 hrs. 
60% Brick Labourers 290 ,, 
10% Scaffolders pate bee 


“ No-Fines ” 67 c.y- (per pr.). 
CONCRETING. 


Mechanical labour 43 hrs. 
Labourers ose hee ET de 


345 ” 
ForMWORK. 


Carpenters 
Labourers ee 
Mechanical labour 


. 100 hrs. 

150 ,, 
50 ” 
300 ” 

645 hrs. 

Saving 152 hrs. 


The above figures are based on barrowin 
the concrete and hoisting it in the norma 
manner, but we consider that mechanical 
means will be found of placing the con- 
crete, showing a further saving of man- 
hours. However, the chief interest of the 
ang is the saving of skilled man- 

ours. 


Tora Estrmatep Lasour = 1,937 man- 
hours. 
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PLANNING HYDERABAD 
CITY 


THREE distinct stages mark the meta- 
morphosis of the town which originally 
started as an offspring of Golconda, and 
has grown into one of the most advanced 
cities in India—the Hyderabad of to-day. 
In 1590 the ruling Sultan felt that Gol- 
conda did not offer a fit setting for the 
capital of his kingdom, and chose a site 
some four miles to the east of it on which 
he laid out a new city on more regular 
lines, based on four main roads radiating 
from a central position occupied by the 
Charminar, which gradually developed 
into a medieval town with some 12,000 
houses and containing the royal palaces 
and government offices. 

The next stage was the encirclement of 
this town by fortifications, outside which 
it continued to grow while the central 
area became congested and confused. 
Lack of control resulted in a straggling 
and ill-organised agglomeration extending 
over a wide area. The beginning of the 
third or present phase dates from 1908, 
when the river Musi overflowed its banks 
and many of the more dilapidated locali- 
ties were almost completely wiped out. 
Government took up the work of recon- 
struction and measures were taken for 
slum clearance, the construction of dust- 
proof roads, and the beautification of the 
city with parks and other open grounds 
for recreation, as well as an up-to-date 
drainage system. 

The plan included important buildings 
such as the Osmania University, the High 
Court, and the Osmania Hospital, con- 
nected by an extensive network of good 
concrete roads. These improvements have 
not, however, been fully co-ordinated, and 
it has been felt for some time that a 
comprehensive plan was lacking. In the 
absence of this, certain undesirable fea- 
tures, such as the intermixture of indus- 
trial and residentiai localities, have made 
their appearance. 

In a report to H.E.H. the Nizam, the 
Hon. Mr. W. V. Grigson, I.C.S., intro- 
duces the work of Mr, M. Fayazaddin, 
F.R.I.B.A., who has now outlined a 
master plan for the further development 
of the city covering proposals for its 
future growth.* ‘The area included has 
an approximate radius of some six miles 
from the northern pari of the existing 
town, and therefore includes Golconda on 
the west, the university site to the east, 
and embraces the British administrative 
area of Secunderabad to the north. The 
outer margin is allocated as a green belt 
through which runs an encircling arterial 
road linking up about a dozen radial 
routes leading out of the city. Within 
this are intermediate and inner circles as 
well as extensions of the railway system 
providing local facilities for traffic. The 
Husain her, a ‘‘ tank” about 800 acres 
in area, immediately to the north of the 
city, with open spaces around it, is pre- 
served, and the margins of the river and 
other tanks are similarly guarded. 

In general, ample provision for park 
areas and recreation grounds is included, 
and the allocations for housing and 
industry take the form of detached groups 
separated by open space from each other 
and from the main routes serving the 
outer suburbs. It is justly claimed that 
the zoning is in accordance with the 
recognised basic principles of town plan- 
ning and that the scheme as a whole 





* A Master Plan for Greater Hyderabad, Journal 
of the Indian Institute of Architects. April, 1945. 
One rupee. 
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affords a sound outline for the probable 
future developments, 


It is regarded as important that indus- 
tries should not be in close contact with 
residential areas, but the positions indi- 
cated, outside the encircling belt, do not 
offer adequate means of communication 
between these and the workers’ quarters, 
necessitating a minimum journey of a mile 
and a half in most cases; the plan being 
somewhat diagrammatic in form, perhaps 
it is not intended to be conclusive in all 
its details. 

Considerable difficulty is anticipated in 
implementing such a plan, as a large pro- 
portion of the land is in private owner- 
ship, and if the administrative jurisdic- 
tion is taken over, the inevitable conflict 
with vested interests will have to be con- 
ducted with patience, tact and sympathy, 
and the details of the plan devised so 
that owners will receive a fair return for 
their holdings, such as the inclusion of 
only a limited proportion of open space, 
or by i payne where this is in ex- 
cess of such a proportion. There will also 
require to be the most intimate co-opera- 
tion between the various authorities, such 
as the Hyderabad Corporation, outside 
municipalities, the. Improvement Board, 
and the P.W. Department. 


It is not thought that the scheme could 
be self-fianancing, and the Regional Plan- 
ning Board would have to be supported 
by the State in order to carry through 
the acquisitioning and the works contem- 
plated. Hyderabad State is, however, one 
of the best organised in the whole of 
India, and its finances have for many 
years been in a sound condition so that 
there is every hope that these further 
developments for the improvement and 
embellishment of its capital city could be 
successfully undertaken. Be ws 


THE ARCHITECTURAL 
-ASSOCIATION 


AWARD OF SCHOLARSHIPS. 


Tue Council of the Architectural Asso- 
ciation announces the award of the follow- 
ing Scholarships in Architecture for 1945, 
tenable at its School of Architecture :— 


ENTRANCE SCHOLARSHIPS. 


The Minter Open Entrance Scholarship (value 
£75), Miss J. R. Butler, of Redditch. 

The Sir Walter Lawrence Open_ Entrance 
Scholarship (value £75), Hugh C, Morris, of 
Marlow. 

The Metal Window Scholarship (presented by 
the British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation, Ltd.) (value £75 p.a.), Anthony J. Ault, 
of Gloucester). 

The Pilkington Scholarship (presented by 
Messrs. Pilkington Bros., Ltd.) (value £75 p.a.), 
Lyndon G. Harris, of Halesowen. 

The E.J.M.A. Scholarship (presented by the 
— Joinery Manufacturers’ Association 
(value £75), John A. C. Higgins, of Heme 
Hempstead. 

The Natural Asphalte Council Scholarship (pre- 
sented by the Natural Asphalte Mine-Owners’ 
and Manufacturers’ Council) (value £50 p.a.), 
Brian V. West, of Pershore, Worcs. 

The Northern Aluminium Scholarship (pre- 
sented by the Northern Aluminium Company) 
(value £50 p.a.), John 8. Ambrose, of Norwich. 

The Cement and Concrete Association Scholar- 
ship (presented by the Cement and Concrete 
Association) (value £50 p.a.), J. Bainbridge 
Copnall, of London. 

The Patent me meee Bee enews | pe ne by 
the Patent Glazing Conference) (value £50 p.a.), 
Miss E. M. D, Grimwade, of Croydon. 


Senior Entrance ScHoLaRsuips. 


The Metal Window Senior Scholarship (pre 
sented by the British Metal Window Manufac- 
turers’ Association, Ltd.) (value £50 p.a.), Wm. 
F. Mullins, of Leyton. f 

The British Plywoods Scholarship (presented 
by the Association of British Plyw Many: 
facturere) (value £50 p.a.), Miss M.. K. .W. 
Reader, of Sutton, Surrey. 
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THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 
MINISTER OF LABOUR’S REVIEW. 


In the course of his address last week to 
the Naticnal Delegate Conference of the 
Amalgamated Union of Building Trade 
Workers at Aberdeen. (see page 177), Mr. 
Grorce Isaacs, Minister of Labour and 
National Service, said :— 

First of all, I want to take this oppor- 
tunity of paying a well-deserved tribute to 
the work of the building trade unions dur- 
ing the war. Throughout these years they 
showed readiness to undertake any and 
every kind of work for which their skill 
and experience were needed, The work 
they have done in repairing bomb damage 
is, of course, well known, but not so much 
knowledge has been available to the 
country generally of the vital part the 
building industry played when aerodromes, 
hospitals, huts and all sorts of other 
accommodation had to be made ready on 
a vast scale for the use of our American 
Allies. ‘To enable that work to be done 
within the short time then available, and 
under the adverse conditions which then 
prevailed, men in the building industry, 
and particularly men in the Amalgamated 
Union of Building Trade Workers, will- 
ingly undertook any kind of work irrespec- 
tive of craft. They held themselves avail- 
able to move at a moment’s notice to any 
part of the country. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of transfers were made in this way, 
and the aerodromes, the hospitals and the 
other essential buildings were ready on 
time. No praise can be too high for the 
effort which was then made. 

The future gives no prospect that the 
demands of penre.time roduction will be 
any lighter than those of the last six years. 
Now that the war with Japan is over, we 
are determined to get on with the Housing 
Programme with the utmost vigour. That 
becomes unquestionably the primary ob- 
jective of the building industry. Our ob- 
ject must be to build as many houses as 
possible as quickly as possible, and to 
leave nothing undone which will help to 
provide homes for the men ‘returning Rent 
the Forces, and to raise housing standards 
generally. For that purpose a great ex- 
oes of the building labour force has 

een planned. 


Labour Force. 

It is estimated that the labour force at 
the end of June, 1945, was 550,000, con- 
sisting of 400,000 building workers and 
150,000 civil engineering workers. Since 
then the labour force has begun to be 
increased by releases from the Forces and 
by transfers from other industries. By the 
end of July, over 6,000 former building 
trade. workers who were registered on 
June 16, had been replaced in building 
employment, nearly 3,000 were in course of 
being retransferred to it, and a further 
28,000 were under immediate consideration 
for building jobs. That is a good start, but 
no more than a start. The combined labour 
force of the two industries is now probably 
approaching 600,000, but that number has 
to be more than doubled. The end of the 
war with Japan means that a much quicker 
release of men from the Forces and from 
munitions work is certain, and we are 
aiming to raise the labour force of the 
two industries to 1,120,000 by June of next 

ear, of which some 905,000 will be in. the 

miding industry. In any event, there will 
be in the coming months a very rapid in- 
take of workers into the industry, and the 
good will of all concerned will be needed 
to absorb the newcomers into the industry, 
and‘into the places where they are most 
needed, without friction. 

‘The principal sources of increase will be 
the release from the Forces of former 
workers in these industries, and the return 
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of former workers from munitions and other 
industries. ' These men ‘coming back to 
their old trades will be a most valuable 
addition to the strength of the industry 
which has sadly missed their services dur- 
ing the war years. It is to them that we 
must look for help in the next few months 
in getting a good start. made in the pro- 
vision of new homes and in the repair of 
the damage and neglect from which so 
many existing homes have suffered during 
th» war. 

The Post-War Building Programme, 
however, looking, forward for a period of 
ten or twelve years, will need a much 
bigger labour force than could possibly be 
obtained by merely reabsorbing the old 
workers in the industry. A building labour 
force of some 1,250,000 will be wanted, and 
can be assured of steady work for many 
years to come. Taking full account of the 
returning workers, there will still be a 
big deficiency in the numbers of skilled 
craftsmen, and it is primarily on the 
supply of craftsmen that the quantity and 
quality of production depends. This defi- 
ciency can only be made good by special 
means. 


Apprenticeship and Adult Training. 

In the long run we must rely on a much- 
increased en | steady inflow of young people 
into the industry through apprenticeship. 
That is the life blood of the industry, and 
it is very gratifying to know that the Build- 
ing Apprenticeship and Training Council 
have fae themselves with enthusiasm 
to formating a peaber scheme of appren- 
ticeship calculated to attract the right lads. 
That scheme has_ been, wholeheartedly 
accepted by the industry, and it only 
remains now for the representatives of the 
industry, right down in the various locali- 
ties, to ensure that it is carried out as 
intended. Without a well-ordered appren- 
ticeship scheme, carried out under the 
proper supervision of the employers and 
the unions, there can be no hope of attract- 
ing the best types of youth into the indus- 
try for a career. Owing to the present 
difficulties of finding sufficient openings for 
apprentices in the normal way, a scheme 
for the training of apprentices under ap- 
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prentice masters on building works speci- 
ally set. aside for the purpose, has n 
introduced to supplement the industry’s 
normal training resources. So long as this 
special arrangement is found to be neces- 
sary, it is hoped that it will receive general 
support. hen, again, special arrange- 
ments are being made for those whose ap- 
prenticeship has been interrupted by war 
service, of whom there may be some thou- 
sands, and under this scheme they will 
ualify as craftsmen within a reasonably 
short period after release from the Forces. 

But it takes a long time to train appren- 
tices, and the immediate need of skilled 
labour during the next four or five years 


can only be met by the rapid training of ~ 


adults.on a large scale. A scheme has, 
therefore, been worked out in consultation 
with the industry, under which suitable 
candidates will be given six months’ train- 
ing in Government Training Centres, sup- 
plemented by a further period of fourteen 
months’ training with an employer. Train- 
ing Centres for this purpose are being 
provided as rapidly as possible, and at in- 
tervals over the next year or eighteen 
months many new centres will be opening, 
all spoorally. equipped to proviie practical 
training. Training will be given in the 
varous building crafts. The general stan- 
dards to be observed in selecting applicants 
for training as well as the special require- 
ments of individual trades, have been 
agreed with the special Training Commit- 
tee of the industry, which has devoted a 
great amount of care and thought to mak- 
ing the arrangements as perfect as possible. 
Most detailed sytiabuses of training have 
been worked out with this Committee, on 
which Mr. Luke Fawcett, the General Sec- 
retary: of your Union, has been a leadin 

figure. To ensure that only good potentia 
tradesmen are accepted for training, Local 
Advisory Committees, consisting of local 
representatives of the organisations’ of em- 
ployers and operatives, are being set up 
to assist the officials of my Department in 
selecting suitable candidates, and in en- 
suring that a high standard of training 
is kept up. All trainees will be given a 
‘* Passing out ’’ test, after which they will 
be placed with firms approved by the in- 
dustry, who will employ them and pay 
them at special rates agreed with the 
National Joint Council of the Building 
Industry, giving them additional training 
and any help which they may need. Firms 
employing trainees during this fourteen 
months’ period may receive from the Minis- 
try of Labour and National Service a 
weekly fee in respect of each trainee. After 
that the trainees can be _ confidently 
accepted as fully trained and competent 
craftsmen. Let them be weleomed into the 
ranks of the industry, and let there be no 
discrimination against them on account of 
the novel method of their entry to the in- 
industry. They will indeed be badly 
needed. 

In working out all these schemes, for in- 
terrupted apprenticeship, for normal ap- 
prenticeship and for the training of adults, 
the building trade unions have played a 
vital part. . Without their help nothing 
could have been achieved. In particular, 
the working out of the adult training 
scheme has involved not only much intri- 
cate detail and hard work, but also a bold 
departure from old-time policy, and 
a recognition of the need to depart 
for a few years from long-cherished 
Trade Union practice. The result is a 
constructive measure of first rate im- 
portance which will help the building 
industry, in solving its own problems, to 
play its proper part in national recon- 
struction. It has required imagination and 
vision on the part of those who have 
worked it out and these qualities have 
been forthcoming on the part of Trade 





kind, 
achie 
any | 
cart 
when 
sider 
work 
the (¢ 
Build 
visior 
unde! 
Safet 
lishec 
basis 
In 

about 
war 3} 
dispu 
build 
striki 
has 

machi 
in ha 
worki 
menti 
Opera 
Joint 
traini 
spher 
porta 
depar 
rely o 
with 
boun¢ 
sion 


ahead 


August 31 1945 


Unions and Employers organisations alike. , 


When the job of doubling the size of 
the industry in a few years has been 
accomplished, then the more normal 
methods of apprenticeship, in a more 
regulated and effective way than ever 
before, should be in a position to main- 
tain the industry at its proper level. 


Housing: New and Traditio1al Methods. 

The housing problem will not, however, 
be solved merely by increasing the number 
of men employed in the building industry. 
It will be necessary for those now em- 

loyed in the industry and those who will 
be added to them to give the best work of 
which they are capable. In the provision 
of houses for the men coming back from 
the Forces and for others there is the 
strongest possible motive for good work. 
It is hoped that the Trade Unions will 
not close their minds to new ideas which, 
without endangering the conditions of 
their members, might serve to increase 
the rate of production of houses. 

There has naturally been some appre- 
hension as to the effect on the industry 
of new methods of prefabrication par- 
ticularly of temporary houses. These 
expedients are designed to meet the ex- 
traordinary needs of the moment and there 
really need be no fear that they will be 
pushed so far as to endanger the employ- 
ment of the traditional building craftsmen 
in their traditional crafts. Normal build- 
ing methods will most certainly continue 
to provide work for all the craftsmen who 
can possibly be made available. The 
need for building for many years to come 
will be far more than sufficient to keep 
the industry fully employed. The industry 
can therefore confidently look forward to 
a long period of prosperity. 

I now turn to a subject in which great 
advances have been made during the past 
few years—the physical comfort and 
general welfare of building workers, and 
particularly those engaged on big contracts 
in rural areas, and those brought to 
London for repair of bomb-damage. 
There has been a radical change in the 
outlook of contractors on matters of this 
kind, and the progress aimed at—and 
achieved—during the war must not receive 
any setback. Personally I shall do all I 
cait to ensure that the ‘‘ had old days” 
when very rough conditions were con- 
sidered to be good enough for building 
workers, do not return. The revision of 
the Codes of Safety Regulations for the 
Building Industry is overdue, but a pro- 
visional draft of Regulations to be made 
under the Factories Act, 1937, covering 
Safety, Health and Welfare was pub- 
lished at the beginning of this year as a 
basis of study and discussion. 

In conclusion I want to say a word 
about industrial relations. During the 
war years there has been no serious trade 
dispute to hold up production in the 
building industry. This in itself is a 
striking tribute to the relationship which 
has been maintained by the joint 
machinery, and the industry is fortunate 
in having such a well tried and smooth 
working procedure available. I have 
mentioned earlier the great help and co- 
operation we have had from the National 
Joint Council in working out schemes of 
training, but this is by no means the only 
sphere in which they have made an im- 
portant contribution*to the work of my 
department. I am sure I can continue to 
rely on their services and advice in dealing 
with the various problems which are 
bound to arise during the great expan- 
- be the building industry which lies 
ahead. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Unity in the Building Industry. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Smr,—The strong plea of the President 
of the L.M.B.A. for unity in the building 
industry (reported in your issue of August 
17) appears to resolve itself into. an 
exhortation to join the L.M.B.A. 

Let us remember that up to the out- 
break of the war the membership of the 
L.M.B.A. was small and it was dominated 
by the Big contractors. The smaller 
firms had no representation in any negotia- 
tions connected with their affairs and the 
helpful advice which they could have given 
was never available. So far as I know, 
the big contractors are still ‘‘in the 
saddle.”’ 

When the Federation of Master 
Builders was formed with its uniform 
subscription irrespective af the size of the 
member firm, there was a rush of appli- 
cations to join and its membership roll 
has been growing ever since. The 
F. is organised on _ thoroughly 
democratic lines, the London Region is 
divided into areas run by a Chairman and 
strong Committee holding regular meet- 
ings, and the governing Council is formed 
of representatives elected by the majority 
vote of the area members. This ensures 
that the voice pf each area is duly heard, 
and gives an opportunity for those keen 
and interested in the welfare of the in- 
dustry to take a hand in its affairs and 
thus they have the advantage of the 
assistance of men of ability who would 
not otherwise have the chance of coming 
forward. Tremendous strides have been 
made in the short time since its forma- 
tion anc local authorities have been 
greatly assisted by the co-operation and 
friendliness of the builders in their 
boroughs and districts who have been 
drawn together by their mutual interest 
in the F.M.B. 

I believe the F.M.B. have often dis- 
cussed the question of working with the 
L.M.B.A. and I think it would be all to 
the good if they did so; but I do know 
that the F.M.B. ‘are resolutely pledged 
not to lose their identity as a separate 
organisation and, being a national body, 
they get on very well without affiliation 
to the N.F.B.T.E. 

Unity can best be attained by the in- 
clusion of representatives of the F.M.B. 
on all councils and committees which deal 
with the industry on a national basis; 
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and, so far as the L.M.B.A. and F.M.B. 
are concerned by mutual co-operation on 
matters concerning the London Region. 
The words below the F.M.B. device are 
‘* UNITE FOR STRENGTH.”’ 
G. Howarp Joerins. 
40, Potters-lane, 
New Barnet. 


Training for the Building Industry. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—Is it not possible for an alterna- 
tive scheme to the Ministry of Labour 
Training Scheme to be arranged whereby 
instead of the ex-Serviceman (or other) 
going as trainee to the Ministry of Labour 
Training Centre he serves the first six 
months as well as the whole period of his 
training with a builder, the same privi- 
leges being granted to both trainee and 
employer throughout the period?—builder 
to meet trainee’s wages of £3 per week 
for first six months but to receive recog- 
nised grants on and from then. 

Many young men will not want six 
months away from home again after 
several years in the Services, and, more- 
over, in many cases much travelling will 
be necessary to reach the Training 
Centres and it is doubtful whether they 
will go into lodgings. 

Surely such a scheme could be arranged 
under an adult apprenticeship indenture 
that would be satisfactory to all parties, 
and the training for the first six months 
would be equally as good and probably 
more practical. Many’ more would join 
the building industry if such a scheme 
could be arranged. 

Hyper anD Sons (Burpers) Lrp. 
D Hyper, Drrecror. 


_ P.S.—Under the Scheme it will be quite 
impossible ‘for trainees to travel from 
the rural areas owing to distance and it 
is very doubtful whether they will go 
into lodgings after long periods in the 
Services. 


PROGRESS CHARTS FOR 
HOUSING CONTRACTS 
M.O.W. PAMPHLET. 


Durine the war the need to complete 
Government building and civil engineering 
contracts in the shortest possible time led 
te increased application of scientific pro- 
gramming and progressing of important 
censtruction contracts. 

Advance estimates were r.ade of the 
material and labour required at each stage 
of the job, of the man-weeks required to 
complete each phase of the job, and a 
schedule was charted to illustrate the pro- 
grammed timing of the contract. he 
progress of the job was marked up on 
this chart week by week and the man in 
charge of the site was able to eliminate 
many difficulties before they arose because 
he had anticipated them by a glance at 
the chart. 

Various methods of preparing programme 
charts for house building both sr small 
gioups and in large schemes have now 
been worked out by the Ministry of 
Works. These and methods of recording 
progress from week to week are explained 
in detail in a new pamphlet, ‘‘ Progress 
Charts for Housing Contracts,’’ published 
for the Ministry of Works by H.M. 
Stationery Office, price 9d. 

Three specimen charts are published in 
this useful and informative pamphlet. 
One is a programme for the construction 
of reads and drainage for an estate of 500 
hwuses, and the other two are programme 
charts for small and large housing con- 
tracts. ‘Ine charts include lines for actual 
and estimated labour forces throughout 
the progress of the job. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Release of Architects. 

Mrs. Nicuot asked the Minister of 
Labour whether architects were included 
in Class B for demobilisation, and if not, 
would he consider their inclusion in 
order to facilitate house building. 

Mr. Isaacs replied in the affirmative. 
It was, he said, open to the appropriate 
Government Departments to apply for 
the release of architects as individual 
specialists in Class B. 


Lack of Specialists. 

Fuicut-Lizut. Harre asked the Minister 
of Labour whether he was aware that 
building operations in this country were 
being impeded 4 the lack of architects, 
surveyors and other building specialists, 
and whether he would expedite their 
release from the Forces in Class B. 

Mr. Isaacs said he was aware of the 
need for architects, surveyors and other 
building specialists to assist in housing 
work, and arrangements had been made 
to-release from the Forces in Class B as 
many as possible who possessed the re- 
quisite qualifications and for whom appli- 
eation was made by the appropriate 
Government Departments. 


Specialists in the Forces. 

F.iicHt-Lizut. Harre asked the Minister 
of Labour what was the composition of 
the various groups of specialists in the 
Forces now released in Class B. 

Mr. Isaacs said he assumed that his 
hon. friend referred to men selected for 
release in Class B as belonging to par- 
ticular occupational classes and not to 
those released as individual specialists 
who were not confined to any particular 
occupation. The occupational classes were 
building and civil engineering opera- 
tives, building material workers, under- 
ground coalminers, school teachers, 
regular policemen, and workers in the 
cotton, wool, food and pottery industries. 


Details of Release. 

Fuiicut-Lizvut. Harke asked the Minister 
of Labour whether he would see that 
when bricklayers and other building 
operatives were released from the Forces 
under Class B, they would be directed to 
building work in their own home locality. 

Mr. Isaacs said that building operatives 
released frum the Forces under Class B 
would normally be directed to work on 
housing contracts near their homes, but 
it might be necessary in certain cases to 
direct them to work away from home in 
order to"meet special circumstances or if 
suitable local vacancies were not avail- 
able. 

In answer to Mr. S. SHEPHERD, MR. 
Isaacs said that Class B scheme came into 
operation on July 16, and the number of 
building operatives reported as released 
in Class B between that date and the end 
of July was about 800. By August 14 some 
1,200 building operatives were reported as 
released in Class B from the Army and 
the Royal Air Force. The Royal Navy 
had nominated 1,475 men for release in 
Class B ‘but the numbers actually released 
were not yet available. The number of 
building operatives and building mate- 
rials workers in the three Services who 
had been offered release in Class B up 
to August 14 was about 24.000. but it was 
not yet known how many of these had 
accepted the offer. 


Draughtsmen and Surveyors. 

Mayor WItkes asked the Minister of 
Health whether he would apply for the 
release from the Forees of draughtsmen 
and surveyors employed before the war 
by all municipalities so that the housing 
programme might not be held up by a 
lack of technical personnel. 

Mr. Bevan said that measures were 
being taken to expedite the release of 
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technical and other officers of local 
authorities required for the preparation 
and execution of housing programmes. 


Rural Workers Bill. 

Mr. Ecciuzs asked the Minister of 
Health if he intended to introduce legis- 
lation to amend the Housing (Rural 
Workers) Acts. 

Mr. Bevan said it was not proposed to 
reintroduce the Housing (Rural Workers) 
Amendment Bill in the immediate future, 
but further consideration would be given 
to the whole question when the shortage 
of skilled building labour was eased. 


Welsh Slate. 

Lievt.-Con. Pryce-WHite asked the 
Minister of Health if he intended, in con- 
nection with the Government’s plans for 
housing, to give priority to the use of 
slate, and in particular Welsh slate, as a 
roofing material in the erection of new 
houses. . 

Mr. Bevan said he did not think any 
assignment of priority was necessary but 
would be ready to consider any measures 
to ensure that slates were available and 
used to the fullest practicable extent. 


Tax on Building Materials. 

Mr. Dovuctias asked the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer what materials used in 
building houses and what fittings usually 
installed in them were liable to Purchase 
Tax; and at what rate of tax. 

Mr. Datton said that no materials 
normally used for constructing the shell 
of a house were liable to Purchase Tax. 
Of the fittings recommended to housing 
authorities by the Ministries of Health 
and Works in the Housing Manual, 1944, 
the following were liable to Purchase 
Tax: Stoves, grates, boilers and auxiliary 
space and water heaters; cookers; wash 
boilers; draining boards and kitchen 
work tops; cupboards, drawers, dressers 
and plate racks; ceiling driers. The rate 
of tax in each case was 334 per cent. of 
the wholesale value. 


The Housing Programme. 

Mr. Henperson Stewart asked the 
Minister of Health which departmental 
Minister was responsible for policy re- 
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garding prefabricated and temporary 
houses; what numbers of such houses it 
was intended should be erected within 
the next year and next two years, respec- 
tively, in England and Wales and in Scot- 
land; and approximately what proportion 


of the total houses to built in these 
periods would be prefabricated and 
temporary. 


Mr. Key said that the Health Ministers 
were responsible for housing policy. It 
was not the intention to extend the pro- 
gramme of temporary houses beyond the 
figure of approximately 150,000 which had 
been allocated to local authorities. The 
Minister of Health intended to make a 
full statement about the Government 
housing programme as @ whole after the 
recess. 


PRODUCTION IN [BUILDING 
AND CIVIL ENGEERING 


M.O.W. PAMPHLET. 
**Propuction in Building and Civil 


Engineering,’’ published for the Ministry 
of Works by H.M. Stationery Office,. price 
6d., is a statistical analysis of man-hours 
and machine-hours used on certain war. 
time works of construction. The statistics 


are based on records of a large number of 


contracts carried out under the Essential 
Work (Building and Civil Engineering) 
Order, including contracts for airfield run- 
ways and opencast coal works, and for 
factories, hostels, and other types of 
buildings. 

The tables show the proportion of 
various types of labour cclblaved and the 
percentage of-man-hours spent on directly 
productive work capable of _ being 
measured under the Payment by Results 
Scheme. They are not intended to give 
detailed guidance on the various types of 
work covered, but rather to illustrate 
methods of study which the industry 
should find it profitable to follow. 


Perhaps the most interesting table is 
that which gives the highest and lowest 
figures normally encountered for produc- 
tive work, as well as the averages. For 
ali types of contract the percentage of 
measurable or productive work varies over 
a considerable range; in the factories 
group, for example, the highest and lowest 
figures are 67.5 per cent. and 45 per cent., 
respectively. Making every possible allow- 
ance for extraneous causes, it is clear that 
these figures reflect very considerable 
variations in efficiency. The pamphlet 
suggests that contractors should use cur- 
rent records of measurable work as an 
index of efficiency during the progress of 
a contract. 

The analytical study of man-hours and 
machine-hours may prove immensely valu- 
able in the efficient programming and 
management of building work. The 
Ministry of Works is studying the applica- 
tion of similar methods of | statistical 
analysis to house construction and hopes 
to make the results of these vs 
available at an early date. 


Smokeless Zones. 

Proposats for ending the smoke 
nuisance by the setting up of smokeless 
zones are described in some detail in a 
new booklet published by the National 
Smoke Abatement Society. In such zones 
the emission of any smoke would be an 
offence, and a beginning would be made 
with zones in central and reconstructed 
areas, where there would be little or no 
difficulty in securing complete smokeless- 
ness. Copies of ‘“‘ Smgkeless Zones’? may 
be obtained from the Society at Chandos 
House, Buckingham-gate, London, 8.W.1, 
at 3d. each, post free. 
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CHARTER FOR LABOUR 


AND MANAGEMENT 


AN AMERICAN OUTLOOK. 


An interesting sidelight on the trend of 
thought in the United States of America is 
iven in a document entitled ‘‘ Charter for 
Labour and Management,’’ which has been 
signed by the Presidents of the American 
Federation of Labour, the Congress of In- 
dustrial Organisations and the Chamber 
of Commerce of the United States. The 
first of these bodies is a Federation of Craft 
Trade Unions, while the second represents 
Unions of general workers including trans- 
port and machine tenders. These two 
labour organisations are frequently at 
loggerheads, and it is significant that these 
two arms of the Labour Movement in the 
United States should combine, not only 
together, but also with capital and 
management as represented by the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, in this declaration of 
post-war policy. The document is still sub- 
ject to approval by the three organisations 
concerned, but we reproduce it here in the 
form in which it reached us :— 

‘‘ We in management and labour firmly 
believe that the end of this war will bring 
the unfolding of a new era based upon a 
vastly expanding economy and unlimited 
opportunities for every American. 

“This peace-time goal can only be 

attained through the united effort of all our 
people. To-day, we are united in national 
defence. To-morrow, we must be united 
equally in the national interest. 
_ ‘“‘ Management-labour unity, so effective 
in lifting war production to unprecedented 
heights, must be continued in the post-war. 
To this end, we dedicate our joint efforts 
for a practical partnership within the 
framework of this code of principles :— 

1. Increased prosperity for all involves 
the highest degree of production and em- 
ployment at wages assuring a steadily ad- 
vancing standard of living. Improved 
productive efficiency and technological ad- 
vancement must, therefore, be constantly 
encouraged. 

2. The rights of private property and 
free choice of action, under a system of 
private competitive capitalism, must con- 
tinue to be the foundation of our nation’s 
peaceful and prosperous expanding 
economy. Free competition and free men 
are the strength of our free society. 

3. The inherent right and responsibility 
of management to direct the operations of 
an enterprise shall be recognised and pre- 
served. So that enterprise may develop 
and expand and earn a reasonable profit, 
management must be free as well from un- 
necessary governmental interference or 
burdensome restrictions. 

4. The fundamental rights of labour to 
organise and to engage in collective bar- 
gaining with management shall be recog- 
nised and preserved, free from legislative 
enactments which would interfere with or 
discourage these objectives. Through the 
acceptance of collective bargaining agree- 
ments, differences between management 
and labour can be disposed of between the 
parties through peaceful means, thereby 
discouraging avoidable strife through 
strikes and lockouts. 

5. The independence and dignity of the 
individual and the enjoyment of his demo- 
cratic rights are inherent in our free 
American society. Our purpose is to co- 
operate in building an economic system 
for the nation which will protect the in- 
dividual against the hazards of unemploy- 
ment, old age and physical impairments, 
beyond his control. 

6. An expanding economy at home will 
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be stimulated by a vastly increased foreign 
trade. Arrangements must, therefore, be 
perfected to afford the devastated or un- 
developed nations reasonable assistance to 
encourage the rebuilding and development 
of waa economic systems. International 
trade cannot expand through subsidised 


-competition among the nations for dimin- 


ishing markets, but can be achieved only 
through expanding world markets and the 
elimination of any arbitrary and unreason- 
able practices. 

7. An enduring peace must be secured. 
This calls for the establishment of an inter- 
national security organisation, with full 
participation by all the United Nations, 
capable of preventing aggression and assur- 
ing lasting peace. 

‘We in management and labour agree 
that our primary duty is to win complete 
victory over Nazism and Japanese militar- 
ism. We also agree that we have a com- 
mon joint duty, in co-operation with other 
elements of our national life and with 
government, to prepare and work for a 
prosperous and sustained peace. In this 
spirit we agree to create a national com- 
mittee, composed of representatives of 
business and labour organisations. This 
committee will seek to promote an under- 
standing and sympathetic acceptance of 
this code of principles and will propose 
such national policies as will advance the 
best interests of our nation.” 


Repair of Damaged Buildings. 

The Department of Scientific and Indus. 
trial Research has issued the followin 
further notes in the Repair of Damage. 
Buildings series: 6.—Repairs to Timber 
Roofs and Floors ; 9.—Eradication and Pre- 
vention of Dry Rot; 11.—Re-decoration of 
Walls and Ceilings ; 12.—Repairs to Brick- 
work; 13.—Reinforced Concrete Columns 
damaged by Explosion; 16.—Removal of 
Camouflage Coatings, Black-out Paints and 
Anti-Scatter Treatments. Copies of these 
and other notes in this series may be ob- 
tained free on application to the Director, 
Building Research Station, Garston, Herts 
Envelopes should be marked ‘‘ R.D.B.”’ 
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BUILDING TRADE 


WORKERS’ CONFERENCE 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


Tue National Delegate Conference of the 
Amalgamated Union of Building Trade 
Workers of Great Britain and Ireland was 
held at Aberdeen last week. We take the 
following extracts from the presidential 
address by Mr. H. J. Adams :— 

We are keen (said the speaker) to em- 
bark on the wonderful adventure of re- 
building Britain. At every turn we have 
been checked, delayed, frustrated by the 
muddle in everything relating to halting. 
There has been muddle in the building jn- 
dustry, with its 80,000 firms, big and little, 
private enterprise for profits. There 
has been muddle over acquiring land 
for building sites. The Barlow, Scott, and 
Uthwatt ports have not beer imple- 
mented. There has been muddle in the 
provision of building-materials. There is 
no shortage which cannot be made good. 
But the price rings in these materials have 
thrived on muddle and artificial shortage. 

There has been muddle in regard to 
labour. We are in the third month after 
the war in Europe. The summer is pass- 
ing. The nights are drawing in. The 
best season for building is fading away 
while hundreds of thousands of skilled 
building operatives are clicking their heels 
and doing useless drills and duties in camps 
and barracks. Goodness alone knows why. 
They should have been back to their homes 
and out on building jobs weeks ago. There 
is no earthly reason why they should not 
have been released, without difficulty, 
without confusion, without in any way dis- 
rupting fair systematic demobilisation. 
They are not wanted in camps and 
barracks. They are most urgently required 
on building sites. A voice on the radio can 
call men up for conscription in a few 
seconds; can cause them to leave their 
homes and families; abandon their useful 
work, surrender their civil rights, don 
uniform and become units in the Armed 
Forces. Why must months elapse before 
the reverse procedure takes place, especi- 
ally as it involves nothing other than 
transfer from useless, odious, time-wasting 
to urgent, useful employment. Lack of 
skilled building workers is the big bottle- 
neck hampering building. 

Our concern is to have a well-organised, 
efficient building industry, operated under 
the control and drive of the Government 
and local. authorities, engaged in carrying 
out a long-term building programme 
backed by the powers and resources of the 
nation. This programme to be systemat- 
ised, and so plaaned that the most is made 
of production capacity to meet the needs of 
the people in accord with essential priori- 
ties, beginning with bomb damage repair, 
slum clearance and new house building. 
Our concern is to establish, within the 
framework of this programme, good work- 
ing and living standards for ourselves—for 
all building operatives. 

Our relations with the employers have 
been normal. There has been no dispute of 
serious consequence. The detailed business 
of maintaining agreed conditions, of adjust- 
ment and negotiation on the jobs, through- 
out the industry, up to the National Joint 
Council, has regularly proceeded. 


Wages: Claim for Increase. 

Wages, of course, have been the princi- 
pal concern. In accordance with the 
Agreement reached last October we, to- 
gether with the members of other Unions 
affiliated to- the National Federation of 
Building Trade Operatives, received 1d. 
er hour increase in November, and the 
urther 1d, increase on July 1, but the 
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wages position is still unsatisfactory, and a 
further claim for an increase has been 
made, ‘ 

Some advance has been made towards 
the guaranteed week by agreement for 50 
per cent. payment for lost time due to 
inclement weather, and a guaranteed 
weekly minimum payment equivalent to 32 
hours’ wages being reached through the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry. 

While welcoming this long overdue im- 
provement we are not satisfied. This is 
not the Guaranteed Week. It is but a 
guarantee for part of the week. However, 
a most important step has been taken, and 
we shall continue our efforts. The agree- 
ment operates as from the first pay day 
following October 1 this year. 

Before the war the alos were com- 
pletely indifferent to the welfare of build- 
ing operatives while at work. It was the 
exception rather than the rule for anything 
other than the most primitive sanitary and 
erage | arrangements to be made on the 
sites. The normal conveniences of civilisa- 
tion were denied to building operatives. No 
provision was made for places to shelter 
from the rain, facilities for washing, means 
of drying clothes that were soaked 
through, and so on. More concern was 
shown for the care of plant and materials 
than for men. 

The needs of war compelled attention to 

welfare. The big Government contracts 
could only be carried out by doing so. The 
erection of camps, the making of proper 
cooking and feeding arrangements, and, 
where no lodgings were within reasonable 
distance, the provision of sleeping accom- 
modation, were fundamental to the work 
being done, and with the assistance of Mr. 
Ernest Bevin, the Minister of Labour, wel- 
fare regulations were issued, welfare officers 
appointed and considerable improvement 
in working conditions was effected. 
_ These welfare regulations must continue 
in operation, and we must give closer 
attention and make more persistent effort 
from now on. 

Holidays with pay have now been 
operated for two years, and we have taken 
steps to obtain improvements in the 
scheme. At the annual conference of the 
N.F.B.T.O. held recently our Union played 
a part in obtaining a unanimous decision 
for demanding a two weeks’ paid holiday 
> payment of all statutory Bank Holli- 

ays. 

With modern machinery and techniques, 
and the workers’ increase of skill, material 
wealth can be produced in almost unlimited 
quantities. With the proper organisation 
of the productive powers and resources, 
this wealth could be used for the benefit 
of all and not the profit of a few. This is 
a world of plenty. That has been obviously 
the case for many years. The presence of 
poverty and hunger among the people any- 
where is the most stupid anomaly and most 
hideous wcegely conceivable. 

Here in Britain, we are confronted with 
the problem of finding peace employment 
for 10,000,000 capable wealth producers, 
lately engaged in the war factories and 
Fighting Services; useful employment in 
the new industrial economy bequeathed by 
the war effort. What wonderful means are 
here to banish poverty, enrich everybody, 
make this a land overflowing with health, 
wealth and happiness. 


British Standard Specifications. 

The following B.S. Specifications have 
been issued from 28, Victoria-street. 
8.W.1. They are priced at 2s. each and 
post free :— 

Hinges (No. 1,227—1945); Steel Fabric 
4 “sorppers Reinforcement (No. 1,221— 
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W Bricklayers’ Repair Work. By Ww. 
BOOK REVIEWS ene ISE MROT. (Technica 
Trade Drawing for Junior Technical Press, Ltd. Price 4s. 6d.) 

Schools of Building. By E. G. War- This little volume, a manual of instruc. 


tion on brickwork repairs to damaged pro- 
perty, comes at a very appropriate time, 
when such a large amount of our damaged 
property is urgently in need of repair. The 
book, which is illustrated with diagrams, 
deals with a large number of problems 
which are likely to arise. Its practical 
character should make it of much use to 
the younger men who have not had the 


LAND, M.1.Struct.E. > x 5gin. x 
(The English Universities 

Junior Technical Series. 

Price 5s. net.) 

This book, by a well-known teacher of 
building subjects, is intended to be used 
as a class book for pre-apprentice students, 
for which purpose it is well suited. The 
basic principles of drawing are illustrated 
by exercises in plane and solid geometry, yaried experience of the old craftsmen. 
and by a chapter on pictorial poe. Section VI deals informatively with brick. 
The remainder of the book is devoted to work for garden pergolas, sunk gardens, 
the application of those principles in draw- tc, 


ing details of brickwork, masonry, car- am. a 
pentry and joinery, and plumbing. The Brickwork for Apprentices. vy id. ©, 
book is written in a concise, interesting Hoper. in. x Tin. xX 180 pp. 


manner and is illustrated by nearly 300 (Edward Arnold and Co. Price 6s. 6d. 


drawings, all drawn to a scale which is 
large enough to make them comprehensible 
to the elementary student. ‘‘ Trade Draw- 
ing ’’ can be confidently recommended for 
use in Junior Technical Schools. 


Steelwork Simply _ Ex- 

lained. By Oscar Faser, 3.E., 
D.Se., M.I.C.E., etc. (Oxford Univer- 
sity Press. Second Edition, 1945. 
Price 6s. net.) 

The earlier editions of this work, which 
first appeared serially in The Builder, 
make it too well known to need much 
comment. The second edition has been 
revised to suit the changes in structural 
design brought about by the Code of Prac- 
tice of the Steel Structures Research Com- 
mittee and the new L.C.C. regulations, 
and, 4 chapter on welded strucares hat amination in Brickwork, and wil be 
book into line with a ed ‘adios great assistance to apprentices stu ying 

Uniform with this work mee Reinforced for this and similar examinations, as we 
Concrete Simply ; arc : and 48 to their instructors. 

‘* Simple Examples of Reinforced Concrete 

Design,” both 7 the same author. These BOOKS RECEIVED. 

have now reached the third edition, and Practica, Bumping MeEcHanics. By 

have been revised to conform with changes Newman Tate. (London: Chapman & 

in the L.C.C. Regulations made sinee they Wall, Ltd.) Price 15s. net. 

were first published. Brickwork. By W. B. McKay. (Lon- 
: don : Longmans, Green and Co.) Price 

7s. 6d. net. 


Srupies In PotisH ARCHITECTURE. By 
Jerzy Faczynski. (Liverpool : University 
Press of Liverpool.) Price 21s. net. 


TRAINING IN REINFORCED 
CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION 


By arrangement with the Reinforced 
Concrete Association the Northern Poly- 
technic will give a course of instruction in 
reinforced concrete construction during the 
next session, which commences on Sep- 
tember 24. 

The curriculum comprises lectures and 
laboratory instruction in the properties of 
concrete and of aggregates and cement; 
the proportioning, mixing, placing and 
consolidating of concrete; the preparation 
and fixing = reinforcement ; formwork, and 
the processes of construction generally. 
The syllabus has been drawn up primarily 
to meet the requirements of resident engi- 
neers, foremen, clerks of works and others 
who have had some experience in the 
industry, and will include x isits to works. 

The lecturer will be Mr. J. M. Murdock, 
M.8c., A.M.Inst.C.E. Classes will be held 
on Friday evenings; the fee for the course 
will be £1. Intending students will be 
interviewed and enrolled from 5.30 p.m. to 
7.30 p.m. on Se ber 17 and 18, or on 
any evening after the opening of the 
Session. Further particulars may be ob- 
tained from the Head, Department of 
Architecture, Surveying and LBuilding, 
Northern Polytechnic,  Holloway-road, 
London, N.7. 


net. 

oe of this book is a craftsman 
with long experience in. the teaching of 
brickwork, and has used that experience 
in preparing a book that is well adapted 
to the needs of apprentices. The book 
deals with the materials used by the 
bricklayer and the tools that he uses; the 
use of brickwork in the various parts of 
a structure, and the craft operations used 
by the bricklayer in general practice. 
There is also a chapter on brickwork 
quantities. | Unfortunately there is no 
index. 

The book is a thoroughly practical one, 
with examples of every aspect of a brick- 
layer’s work, both constructional and deco- 
rative. It covers the requirements of the 
City and Guilds of London Intermediate 


Constructional 





























E 
i] 


ie KA is 


tt i ie Ae 


August 31 1945 


THE BUILDER 


RATES OF WAGES IN: THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM Ist JULY, 1945. 
(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 


179 

















Aldershot District .... 
Alfreton U.D....... 





Ashby-de-is*Zouch 
UD 


Ashford (Kent) ...... 
Ashford (Middlesex). . 
ASMOOR osc conceie 
AgnGgaa \s <p cv aact so 





Birchington ........ 
Birkenhead.......... 
Birmingham C.B. ... 

Bishop Auckland .... 
Bishop’s Stortford... . 
BlaekDeira o's sos cenne 


eee eee eee eee se) 


BeOG e's sc cvsisencacs 
Bournemouth(District) 
Eee a 
Bradford.:..... esos 
Bradford-on-Avon . 
BeaiteeR..< «sa dah > oft 
Brentwood .......+++ 


see eeereee 


WONT, Gisctccecene 


eee eeeeeeeee 


eee reer 


Buxton. 
Byfleet 






































seeeeoee 


eee eeese 


see ewoee 





een eeneeee 











eneeeeee 


eee eseeereeres 


meee eeeersense 


nee eweeee 





eeeeee 
seeeeeseee 
eeeeeees 


eee eeeseseee 


eeeeee 


eee ee) 


is semanas 
cere eeene 


eee eesereces 








je eee eee 





sees eeseoere 











Matlock U.D. aii 
Melton Constabie 



































ISawbridgeworth 














\Saxmundham 





Tunbridge Wells .... 
uponemen, Gateer 
Unsere? 








see e rs eereee, 


Welwyn Gar. City....| 
Wells (Norfolk) | ....' 
West Bromwich C.B: | 
Westcliff-on-Sea .... 





































T Plus 2d. per working day. 


Nowe, Ciiboie Joiners and Plumbers in all Towns and Districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
Winants Ramat--28 68: Cae Gre Ge ee eee a women engaged on craft processes is 1/7} per hour. Women introduced 
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processes, 1/4 per 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS . 

BIGGAR.—Plans in hand for alterations and 

additions, also storey, etc., at Coulter Albes, 


for which the architects and the measurers are 
George Arthur & Son, 12, Stirling-st., Airdrie. 


“DALKEITH .—Corporation. to erect. 20..houses... 


at. Woodburn. 
GLASGOW.—Plans prepared for alterations 
and additions at Wellington-st., for Jolin Cook 


& Arthur Arnot, Crookston, for which the 
architects. are James Taylor, Thomson & 
McCrae. 212, Bath-st., Glasgow.—Plans in 


hand for offices and storage building at Wilson- 
st., for D. McLeod & Son, Ingram-st., for 
which the architects are Millar & Black, 132, 
West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

PAISLEY.—Corporation to erect 40 houses at 
Ferguslie. : 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For ag praseaets still open, yg nb no 3 
in this list. see previo 68. 
py asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 

from whom particulars may be obtained. 
BUILDING 
SEPTEMBER a se 
+*Kingston-on-Thames 1T.C.—Erection 0 
houses on three sites. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by September 18. 
SEPTEMBER 4. 
+Beverley T.C.—40 houses. 
TC. Details from Anthony, 
Cegan-chbrs., Bowlalley-la., Hull. 
Tenders by September 24. 
SEPTEMBER 5. . 
Andover 1T.C.—14 permanent houses, King 
George-rd. site. Building §., Municipal Offices. 
Dep. £2 2s. seat 
+t*Epsom an well 
lrouses off Cox-la. W. 


Applications to 
Steel & Owen, 
Dep. £2 2s. 


T.c.—Erection of 118 
G: H. Loveless, 51-53, 
High-st., Epsom. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
September 24. . 

‘Maldon R.D.C.—5 cottages, Little Totham. 
S., 6, Market-hill. Dep. £2 2s. . 

Tonbridge R.D.C.—38 permanent houses in 4 
contracts. E. and §., 48, Pembury-rd. 

Welwyn Garden City U.D.C.—70 houses, 
Housing Scheme No. -11. B. H. Deamer, C. 
Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. Plans seen by 
appointment with C. W. Fox (F.), Council 
Offices, after August 22. ; 

Welwyn Garden City U.D.C.—Reconstruction 
of 82 and 84, Guessens-rd. B.‘H. Deamer, C., 
Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 6. : 
+*Barking T.C.—Erection of 9 dwellings at 
Whiting-ave.. and 7 dwellings at Scratton’s 
Farm estate. C. C. Shaw, Boro’ A. 

2 2s. each contract. 

Pennant R.D.C.—26 houses at Marlas-rd. 
J. S. Davies, 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 7. . 

Droitwich R.D.C.—20 houses ait Fernhill 
Heath. Pritchard, Godwin & Clist, Bank-chbrs., 
Kidderminster. Dep. £1 1s. 

SEPTEMBER 8. 

tEast Retford T.Cc.—(a) Roads and sewers, 
Ordsall Estate, (b) 108 houses on 3 sites. Appli- 
cations to T.C. Dep. £2 2s. ~ Details from 
Vallance and {Westwick, White Hart-chbrs., 
White Hart-st., Mansfield. — 

Lochgelly T.C.—42 houses in separate trades. 
A. A. Watson, 24, Queen Anne-st., Dunfermline. 
Dep. £2 2s. each schedule. _ 

Lochgelly T.C.—Work in various trades for 42 
houses at Lumphinnans-rd. B.S., Town House. 
Dep. £2 2s. ; 

+Southgate T.C.—16 houses. on 4 sites. 
J T. W. Peat, F.R.I.B.A.,. Town Hall, N13. 
Dep. £2 2s. ‘ 

thaveley U.D.C.—90_ brick-built houses at 
Station-rd.. Barrow Hill. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Tettenhall U.D.C.—30 dwellings at School-rd. 

J. W. Mason, M.Inst.M.4Cy.E. Dep. 22 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 10. 

*Berkhamsted U.D.C.—20 permanent houses, 
Swing Gate-la. R. E. Hulse, (L.), Civic Centre. 
Dep. £2 2s. j 

Brighton C.B.—Erection of 
building trades workshop, ‘Frantis-st. 
S., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 

Ellesmere Port U.D.C.—120 permanent houses 
on; Wolverham estate. E. and S., C.D. Head- 
quarters, Queen-st. Dep. £3 3s. 

Evesham. R.D.C.—16 houses on 3 sites. F. 
Andrews & Son, 9, Colmore-row, Birmingham. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Tenders by 


Dep. 


prefabricated 
B.E. and 


Feltham U.D.C.—14 houses on 4 sites. E. and 
8.. Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 

Guildford R.D.C.—34 cottages and ot 
bungalows. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


Harrow U.D.C.—Erection of (a) 8 bungalows, 
(b) 8 flats, and (c) rebuilding 4 houses. H. V. 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES, 
To-day’s price of Super-Cement is 88s. 6d. 
per ton, and not 87s. as before. 











Rackham, F.8.1., Council Offices, Stanmore. 

Dep. £3 3s. 

_, Hayes and Harlington U.D.C.—Ereéction Of 60 
houses on 4 sites. A. E..Higgins, Clerk, Town 
Hall, Hayes, Middx. Dep. £2 2s. 

Shefheld T.C.—174 houses at Parson Cross, 
Part.2. City A. Dep. £2: 

Tipton T.C.—22 houses at Powis-ave. B.E. 
and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 11. 

Lancaster 7.C.—72 houses at 
estate. City E.and 8, Dep. £1 1s. 

Loughborough T.C.—20 houses at Griggs-rd. 
B.S. Dep. £2° 2s. 

Manchester T.C.—Additions to 3 _ police 
mortuaries. City Architect, Town Hall. Dep. 
£1 1s. each. 

Newton Abbot R.D.C.—32 
Council Offices, - Dep. £1, 1s. 

Yiewsley and West Drayton U.D.C.—118 
ae at Bell Farm. W. T. Morgan. Dep. 


SEPTEMBER 12. 


Hare Runs 


houses on 6 sites. 
8 


Lewes T.C.—Demolition of control centre. 
C. T. Butler, B.S., Town Hall. 

Southport C.B,—30 permanent houses. B.E., 
Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 


Stoke-on-Trent T.C.—130-ft. retaining wall in 
brick and concrete. City E. and §.. Town Hall. 


Dep. £2. 
SEPTEMBER 14. 

*Croydon C.B.—42 houses at Longheath and 
32 houses at. The Glade. B.E. Dep. £3 3s. 

SEPTEMBER 15. 

*Ebbw. Vale U.D.C.—(a) 10 houses at Swan- 
pitch, (b) 6 howses at Farmfield. J. M. Smith 
(F.), Council Offi¢es. Dep. £2 2s. 

Wellington (Som.).—8 flats and road works at 
Church Green. E. T. Howard, 67, High-st., 


Wellington. 
SEPTEMBER 17. 

*Belper U.D.C.—Erection of 10 semi-detached 
houses at Belper-la. site. A. Percy Taylor, 
= -A.S., 59, Chapel-st., Belper, Derbys. Dep. 

2 2s 


*Bootle C.B.—Rebuilding of 15 houses at 
Bulwer-st.., B.E. and 8. Dep. £1 Is. 

Brighton C.B.,—Erection of houses at East 
Moulscoomb estate: Contract No. 1, 29 houses; 











CROFT ADAMANT 


GRANITE CONCRETE 


SPUN PIPES 





9 in. to 72 in. Diameter 


JUNCTIONS, BENDS, TAPERS, 
MANHOLES, GULLIES 


Particulars and Prices from— 


CROFT GRANITE, BRICK & CONCRETE 
CO. LTD., CROFT, Near LEICESTER. 


Telephone: NARBOROUGH 2261-2-3. 
London Office: 7, VICTORIA ST., WESTMINSTER, S.W.1. 
Telephone: Abbey 4802 
* 


a ALWAYS SPECIFY 


WEST BANK, WIDNES. 
Telephone: WIDNES 2656-7. 


ADAMANT 
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Contract. No. 2, 36 houses. 
£2.28. each contract. 
Chorley ®:D.C.—10 
Eccleston. W. Groves, 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
y T.C.—5O houses on 4 sites. J. 
Fothergill, B. 
Liverpool, Dep. £2 2s. 

Darlington C.B8.—Foundations for gasholder, 
Valley-st.. L. G. Mouchel and Partners, 25, New 
Bridge-st., Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Dep. £10. 

Durham C.C.—Alterations to Bishop Auck- 
land Junior Technical School. F. Willey, 
F.K.LB.A., 3%, Old. Elvet, Durham. 

Peeblesshire C.C.—Work in various trades for 
erection of 6 houses at West Linton. D. Peddie, 
McKay and Jamieson, 8, Albyn-pl., Edinburgh’ 
Dep. £1 Is. 

_t*Northants Standing Joint Committee—Erec. 
tion of police houses. County A., County 
Offices, Guildhall-rd., Northampton. 

*Norwich T.C.—Erection of 102 flats at South. 
well-rd.-Trafalgar-st. clearance area. City A. 

1. 


Dep. 
SEPTEMBER 18. 

Daventry T.C.—46 houses on 7 sites. Sir J. 
Brown & A. E. Henson, 63, St. Giles’-st., 
Northampton. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Sherborne U.D.C.—Erection of 12 houses. f. 
and §., South-st., Sherborne, Dorset: Dep. 
£3 3s. 

SEPTEMBER 19. 

*Halstead R.D.C.—Erection of 56 houses on 
17 sites. G. F. Dearman, 8., Council Offices, 
Colchester-rd., Halstead, Essex. Dep. £2 2s. 

Kidsgrove U.D.C.—62 houses at Talke Pits. 
Wood, Goldstraw & Yorath, Station-rd., Tun- 
stall,; Stoke-on-Trent. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Stevenage U.D.C.—Erection of 12 permanent 
houses. G. V. Berry, C. Dep. £2. 

SEPTEMBER 20. 

Ba R.D.C.—30 houses at Adderbury, and 
road “works. Arthur Hunt, Castle Wharf, 
Banbury. 


*Oldbury T.C.—Erection of 14 houses on 
Brock-rd. estate. B.E. and §., Municipal Bank- 
chbrs. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 22. 

Chelmsford B.C.—78 houses temporarily sub- 
divided into 16% flats. B.E. and 8S. and Planning 
Officer. Dep. £5 5s. 

tDownham R.D.C.—20 houses and road works 
at Stoke Ferry. H. C. Hughes & Peter Bicknell, 
1,‘ Tunwell’s-court, Trumpington-st., Cambridge. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by September 29. 

SEPTEMBER 24. 

Basford R.D.C.—26 houses at Selston, Notts. 

J. J. Ellis, E. Dep. £3 3s. 
SEPTEMBER 25. 

Northampton R.D.C.—10 houses at Denton. 
R. J. Miller, Architect, Council Offices, 1, 
Spencer-parade, Northampton. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 26. 

Glasgow T.C.—Extension of Possilpark tram 

depot. Transport Manager, 46, Bath-st. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
OCTOBER 5. 

*Hemel Hempstead T.C.—Erection of 50 per- 
manent houses or of groups of ten. L. de 
Soissons, A.R.A., Midland Bank-chbrs., Welwyn 
Garden City, Herts. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 14. 
_ Eire Electricity Supply Board.—Civil construc- 
tion work of hydro-electric development of River 
Eire, Co. Donegal. P. J. Dempsey, Secretary, 
60-62, Upper Mount-st., Dublin. Dep. £21. 
DAT 


_ Alcester R.D.C.—Applications invited for erec- 
tion of 46 houses on two sites. S. Sheppard, C. 

*Bagshot R.D.C.—(1) 10 houses at Lightwater, 
(2) 8 houses at Bisley. F. J Wareham, C. 
Dep. £2 2s. each application. 

Fulham B.C.—Completion of 80 flats, Fulham- 
rd. B.E. and §., Town Hall, §.W.6. Dep. £2 2s. 

Kidderminster R.D.C.—34 houses on 3 sites. 
C. Dep. £2 2s. 

Southam R.D.C.—10 pairs of houses on 3 sites. 
Quick & Lee, 11, Waterloo-pl., Leamington Spa. 
Dep. £1 1s 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
SEPTEMBER 10. 
Bury St. Edmunds T.C.—External painting of 
72 houses. B.E. and §. 

Leeds T.C.—Internal and external painting 
at Killingbeck Infections Diseases Hospital. 
Superintendent of Works and Buildings, 125, 


Beckett-st. 
SEPTEMBER 12. 
Arnmold U.D.C.—Painting 295 liouses (3 con- 
tracts). E. and 8. 
SEPTEMBER 13. 
Birkenhead T.C.—Painting an oi) tank. 
Engineer, Hind-st. 


Gas 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
SEPTEMBER 38. 
+Hitchin R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Kneb- 

worth. C. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 10. 


Ashbourne U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 


B.E, and $8. Dep, 


houses at Draper-ave., 





Rk. 
E. and S., Town Hali, Waterloo, 
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park Land. Houfton & Kington, Market-pl., 
Chesterfield. Dep. £1 ls. 
Grimsby ©.B.—Sewering and making up 
Weelsby-rd. estate. J. V. Oldfield, B.E. and 8., 
Municipal Offices. Dep. £5. 

Manchester T.C.—Construction of Wythen- 
shawe main drainage. C.E. and S., Town Hall. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
SEPTEMBER 12. 

Harrow U.D.C.—Roads and sewers. at Wood- 
lands and Elmgrove-rd. estates. S. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 13. 

Leeds T.C.—Making up Harrogate and Otley 
roads. Highways E., 155, Kirkstall-rd., Leeds. 

Dep. £1 1s. : 

Twickenham B.C.—Air compressor station at 
Bell Hill, Hampton. B.E, and 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 15. 

*Ebbw Vale U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Rhyd-y-Cae site. J. M. Smith, E. and 8. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 17. 
rd. No. 3. 
Easington ree’ seer and sewers at 5 
8. 


sites. E. an Dep. £1 1s. per site. 
SEPTEMBER 19. 


Oundle U.D.C.—Roads and sewers. E. and 8. 
Dep. £5 5s. 
SEPTEMBER 24. 
Stoke-on-Trent 1T.C.—Roads and sewers at 


City E. Dep. £3. 
SEPTEMBER 28. 

Easington R.D.C.—Advance preparation of 5 
housing sites. C. W. Clarke, E. and S., Council 
Offices. Dep. £1 1s. per site. 

NO DATE. 

Beverley R.D.C.—Supply and laying of approx. 
2,545 lin. yds. of 6 in. and 3 in. dia. spun-iron 
mains, ete. J. . Haiste, M.Inst.C.E., 4, 
Queen-sq.. Woodhouse-la., Leeds 2. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Bagshot R.D.C.—Construction of roads, 
sewers, etc., at Windlesham. F. J. Wareham, C. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments marked* 
are advertised elsewhere in this issue. Those 
marked +t have been advertised in previous 


issues. 
SEPTEMBER 5. 
tEbbw Vale U.D.C.—Temporary Architectural 
Assistant. 
+Peterborough T.C.—Estates Superintendent. 
+Stoke-on-Trent T.C.—Assistant Quantity and 
Measuring Surveyor. 
SEPTEMBER 7. 
“Huddersfield C€.B.—Archifectural Assistants. 
"Stourbridge T.C.—Clerk of Works. 
SEPTEMBER 8. 
tHayes and Harlington U.D.C.—(a) Senior 
Town Planning Assistant; (b) Building Sur- 
veyor; (c) Architectural Assistant; (d) Two 
Engineering Assistants; (e) Town Planning 
Assistant. 
tPeterborough T.C.—Estates Superintendent. 
_ _ SEPTEMBER 10. 
Battersea B.C.—Two Architectural Assistants 
and two Technical Assistants. 
tCumberland C.C.—Two Assistant Building 
Inspectors. 
Rhyl U.D.C.—Temporary Clerk of Works. 
“Whiston R.D.C.—Building Inspector. 
SEPTEMBER 11. 
Leeds T.C.—Assistant Architects. Class 2, 
4, and 4a; Assistant Surveyors, Class 1 and 
; Junior Assistant Surveyors, Class 4; Junior 
Assistant; Chief Assistant Quantity Surveyor; 
Assistant Quantity Surveyors. Class 1 and 2; 
Senior Clerk of Works; Clerk of Works. 
SEPTEMBER 12. 
“Farnham U.D.C.—Permanent Building In- 
spector. 
“Middlesbrough E.C.—Clerk of Works. 
“Stoke-on-Trent T.C.—(a) Assistant Architect ; 
(b) Assistant Architect, Grade D. : 
“Torquay T.C.—(a) Architectural Assistant; 
(b) Assistant Quantity Surveyor. 
SEPTEMBER 14. 
*Barking T.C.—Estimating Clerk. 
*Canterbury T.C.—Clerk of Works. 
“Cardiff T.C.—Architectural Principal. 
Cardiff T.6.—(a) Chief General Architectural 


Longton. 


metho ow 





Assistant; (b) Chief Housing ‘Architectural 
Assistant; (c) Chief Education Arehitectural 
Acleranes (d) Chief Quantity Surveying 
ssistant. . 


tNewcastle-on-Tyne E.C.—Chief Architectural 
Assistant. 

_ tNotts E.C.—Two full-time Studio Instructors 
> = of Architecture, College of Arts and 
rarts. 

SEPTEMBER 15. 

*Bristo!l T.C.—3 Assistant Architects for. edu- 
cational buildings; 2 Assistant Architects for 
hospital buildings. 

+Stoke-on-Trent E.C.—ecturer in Building at 
North Staffs Technical College. 

+Rhy!l U.D.C.—(a) Engineering Assistant, (b) 
Architectura) Askistant. 

tWores €.C.—Architectural Assistant. 


THE BUILDER 


SEPTEMBER 16. 

"West Ham C.B.—instructor in Brickwork. 
SEPTEMBER 18. 

tDublin Civil Service Gommission.—Planning 


Officer. 
SEPTEMBER 21, 
tHerts 6.C.—(a) Deputy County Architect (b) 
Chief Assistant Architect, (c) 2 Senior Assistant 
Architects, (d) 4 Assistant Architects, (e) Junior 
Assistant Architects. 
tipswich C.B.—Lecturer in Building. 
SEPTEMBER 29. 
+t London County 
Planning Officer, (b) 
Officers and Assistants. 
*Maidstone B.C.—Clerk of Works. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Barnsley.—W. Dunk & Sons, Ltd., to erect 12 
semi-detached houses. at Broadway.—The 
Service Tailoring Co., Ltd., propose new pre- 
mises. 

Bolton.—T.C. propose housing site at Lever 
Edge-la.—Approved extensions to works 
garage and crossing for Bolton Leathers, Ltd. ; 
additions to works, Hill Folds Mill, Astley 
Bridge, for W. A. Openshaw, Ltd. 

Bradford.—Social Welfare Committee propose 
extensions at Bowling Institution. 

Bradford.—T.C. propose 2,500 houses, also re- 
building of markets in John-st. and Northgate, 
estimated cost, £50,000. A new central library on 
Broadway, estimated cost, £500,000, is proposed. 

Corby.—Catholic Authorities propose Junior 
and Infants’ school for 200.—Northants E.C. pro- 
pose Senior County school. 

Darlington.—k..D.C. to build 15 permanent 
houses at Hurworth to plans by J. F. Sweeten, 
43, Geneva-rd., Darlington. 

Glendale.—United Automobile Services, Ltd., 
Grange-rd., Darlington, propose ’bus station at 
Wooler. 

Heywood.—T.C. approved school canteen at 
Bamford-rd., for M.O.W., 76, Newton-st., Man- 
chester 1. 

Hull.—T.C. approved rebuilding works, Mar- 
fleet, J. H. Fenner & Co., Ltd. 

Kidsgrove.—Wood, Goldstraw & Yorath (A.), 
Victoria-bldgs., Station-rd., Tunstall, Stoke-on- 
Trent, prepared plans for houses at Bradbury- 
st., for U.D.C. 

Lancs.—E.C. propose kitchen and dining-room 
at Leigh Girls’ Grammar school, for 500 meals. 
A. T. Nicholson (F.), County Architect, County 
Offices, Preston. 


Council.—(a) Senior 
Temporary Planning 


Liverpool.—E.C. propose two secondary 
canoe at Premier-st., Downing-st. and Hamil- 
ton-rd. 


Manchester.—T.C. approved 92 houses and 
28 flats on sites at Northen Etchells; Moor-la. 


and Button-la., Northenden; canteen to 
factory, Bradford-rd., Ancoats, E. Raffles & 
Qo., Lid.; additions to works, Bradnor-rd., 


Northenden, C. H.- Johnson & Sons (J. H. 
Sellers & Son (F.), architects, 78, King-st.) ; 
rebuilding 18-22, Shireoaks-rd., Withington 
(H. S. Fairhurst & Son (FF.), architects, 55, 
Brown-st.); additions to factory, Bombay-st., 
J. T. Roberts (J. H. Andrews & Butterworth 
(F.), architects, 9, St. James’-sq.); additions 
to motor works, Strangeways, for J. Cockshoot 
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& Co., Lid. (J. W. Beaumont & Sons’ (FF.), 
architects, Danlee-bldgs., 53, Spring-gdus.) ; 
works office, Detauneys-rd., Blackley, 4-U.1., 
Ltd., Hexagon House. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved: Additions te 
engineering works, Sunny Brow-rd., Gorton, for 
Kendall & Gent (1920), Ltd.; extensions at 
Vak-st., Didsbury, for Nerwood Motor Eng- 
neering Co., Lid.; conversion of premises into 
works for Central Inoclyt Co., Ltd., 7, Man- 
chester-rd., Chorlton-cum-Hardy; works exten- 
sions at Bennett-st., Ardwick, for J. Garland 
& Co., Lid, R. B bent (L.), architect, 4, 
Kiln Hill-la., Chadderton, nr. Oldham; re- 
building and alterations after fire at leather 
cloth factory, for C. A. Simpson & Co., Ltd. 

Oidham.—T.C. approved: Alterations to 
factory at Roch-st., for Phil Cohen & Sons, 
Ltd.; additions at Cromwell-st., for Pheonix 
Doubling Co., Cotton Doublers; additions at 
Chadwick-st., for George Dew & Co., Ltd.; 
alterations at Paradise Mill, Bell-st., for M. & 
H. Products, Ltd. 

Portmadoc.—U.D.C. 138 
Ivor Price, architect. 

Redcar.—T.C. proposes 300 permanent houses, 
J. Locking, B.E. 3 

Rochdale.—Additions to Shawclough Works, 
Brierley & Kershaw, Ltd., Springs, templates, 
etc. Structural alterations “‘ George & Dragon 
Hotel, Manchester-rd., Cornbrook Brewery 
Co., Ltd., - Ellesmere-st., Manchester 15, 
Additions, Castleton Ironworks, Queensway, D. 
Bridge & Co., Ltd. Additions, Wallhead Mill, 
Milnrow-rd., J. & J. Makin, Ltd. Additions to 
shuttle works, Liley-st., S. Whitworth, Shuttle- 
maker. Alterations to bakery, Dodgson-st., 
Burney’s, Ltd. Lay-out of 29 houses, Chad- 
wick Hallrd, R. & T. Howarth, Ltd., 
builders, Crosfield Works. Structural altera- 
tions for conversion into health clinic, 80, 
Cheetham-st., for Health Committee. The 
Baptist Church Association, Milton House, 
Deansgate, Manchester 5, propose new church 
on Kirkholt Estate—T.€. to invite tenders for 
erection of 50 houses on The Greave and 20 on 

urf Hill Estates. 

T Salford. Threlfall’d Brewery Co., Ltd., Cook- 
st., propose two hotels for which plans have 
been approved by Licensing Justices. 

Southall.—T.C. passed plans for two work- 
Havelock-rd. and Top Locks, for G. 
» also for lavatory blocks for Crown 


| Tees.—C.W.S., Manchester, to 
erect preserves and mineral water factory at 
m Grange. ‘ . 

Fea on Treat—Drejectile and Engineering 
Co., Ltd., Battersea, London, §.W.8, propose 
adaptation of works at Blythe Bridge for manu- 
facture of colliery mechanical and loading 

uipment and refrigerators. ‘ 
oorickhill.—J. Haslam & Sons, Newcastle-av., 


approved houses, 


Worksop, appointed architects for housing 
, for R.D.C. 
Trceniauta--W. Stockdale, 73, Howard-st., 


N Shields, prepared plans for converting 
orton Cottage, Hawkey’s-la., into factory for 
Great Northern Knitwear Co.. Ltd.—Tasker & 
Child, Trinity-bldgs.. New Bridge-st., went 
castle-on-Tyne, prepared plans for factory a’ 
Norham-rd., for Ronson Products, Ltd.—Plans 
prepared for factory at Chirton Hill Farm 
Estate, for De La Rue Insulations, Ltd. . 
Wallsend.— Richardson, — & 0., 
; extending works. j 
| rf propose alterations to ex- 
isting building for conversion -into pea 
school kitchen at Arpley-st. Municipal school. 
—T.C. propose strengthening Folly-la. bridge. 
at £6,750; erection of highways depot, at 
Foe tchantve.—C.C. propose junior remand 
home, adult..college and. town .and country 
centre for 60 students, estimated cost, £30.000. 
Workington.—T.C. approved 70 non-parlour 
type honses and 30 parlour type houses on the 
Taverock Hall Estate for Leslie & Sons, 
Builders, Coach-rd., Whitehaven. 


TENDERS 
be — accepted. I): ted 


+ vi Md v 
recommended for acceptance. — 
é ene accepted subject to modification. 
q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
ea oF List of tracts to 
"London (Air Ministry).—List of contra 
veied of £500 or over for week ended August 





25) :— ; 
General maintenance work: John Cawley & 
Son, Ltd., Nottingham; M. & F. O. Foster & 
Co.. Ltd., Hitchin, Herts; James Blake, Ltd., 
Aberdeen; Ashworth Bros., Ltd., Colwyn Bay; 
E. Coleman, Ltd., East Kirby; Kerridge (Cam- 
bridge), Ltd.. Cambridge; F. Robson, Ltd., 
Sheffield; R. Corben & Sons, Ltd., Maidstone. 
Heating and hot-water supply work: Wm. 
Freer, Ltd., London, W.C.1; D. Berry & 
Sons, Ltd., Esher, Surrey. 
Electrical work: H. V. Stone & Co., London, 
a 
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€London (M.0O.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M . during week ending August 23 :— 

London (erection of Seco pus etd houses), 
Lewisham, C. H. Gibson, Ltd., , London-rd., 
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Croydon, Surrey ; Woolwich, W. 
Ltd., 297, Brook-st., Erith, Kent; Wandsworth, 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Atlas Works, Putney. 

Cheshire (erection of kitchen): Edgeley, 
Booth-st., Yarwood’s, Moss-la. Bridge, Altrinc- 
ham, Cheshire. 

Essex (erection of. Seco temporary houses) : 
Ilford, F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., 6, Broad- 
st. -place, London, E.C.2. 

Herts (erection of Arcon temporary mouse) 
Berkhamstead U.D.C., Honour & Son, Tring. 

Kent (erection of Arcon temporary houses) : 
Erith, Halse, Ltd., 5, Chapel Hill, London, 
8.E.18; (erection of U.S.A. type temporary 
houses): Crayford, Henry Kent (Builders), 
Ltd., 51, Beacon-rd., Lewisham, London, §.E.13; 
(erection of Arcon temporary houses): West 
Malling, W. Norman & Son, Ltd., 297, Brook- 
st., Erith, Kent. 

Lancs (erection of U.S.A. type houses): 
Bootle, Greenwood Builders, Longshaw-st., 
Warrington, Lancs; (erection of Seco temporary 
houses): Liverpool, L. Rawsthorne & Co., 
Edwards-la., Speke, Liverpool 19; (erection of 
Tarran temporary houses): Stretford, Jones & 
Kawlinson, 6, Leaf-sq., Salford 6; (erection of 
Tarran temporary houses): Salford, Green & 
Son (Builders), Stockhouse, Cheetham, Man- 
chester. 

Middx (erection of U.S.A. type temporary 
houses): Enfield, McManus & Co., Ltd., 1111, 
High-rd., Whetstone, London, N.20; (erection: of 
Arcon temporary houses): Heston & Isleworth, 
Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., 142-144, Crom- 
well-rd., Kensington, London, 8.W.7. 

Notts (erection of Tarran temporary houses) : 
Mansfield, A. Mason (Contractors), Ltd., Kirk- 
land-av., Sutton-rd., Mansfield, Notts. 

Staffs (erection of dining-room and scullery), 
Wolverhampton, Cooper & Son (Builders), West- 
st.. Blackheath, Birmingham. 

Surrey (erection of Aluminium temporary 
houses): Leatherhead, E. Clarke & Sons, Ltd., 
Addlestone, Surrey. 

"London (War  Dept.).—Works 
placed by War Dept. 
18 :-— 

Norfolk: Miscellaneous work, R. Hogg & Son, 
Bury St. Edmunds. ° 

Northamptonshire: Painting work, T. Wilson 
& Son, Ltd., Northampton. 
Glamorgan: Miscellaneous’ work, 
Construction Co., Ltd., Porthcawl}, 
Manchester.—Additions to dye house at 
works, Clayton-la.. Openshaw. for Walker, ° 
Makin & Co.. Ltd.: *J. Riley & Sons, 59, Forge- 
la., Bradford, Manchester 11. 

Manchester.—Alterations to premises at Mins- 
hull-st. and Auburn-st., for A. Hughes & Co., 
Ltd.: *Fram Reinforced Concrete Co., Ltd.. 


contracts 
for week ended August 


Western 
Glam. 








The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 














Norman & Son, 


August 31 1945 


165, Plymouth-gr., 
Manchester 13. 

Ongar.—Erection of 18 permanent houses on 
three sites, for R.D.C. R. L. Luck, P.AS.L, 
Council Offices, Chipping Ongar, Essex: 
*Stedman Bros.. New North-rd., Barkingside 
(6 pairs at Willingale), £12,057; *E. G. Roast, 
Stondon Massey, Brentwood (1 pair at Fyfield)’ 
£2,150; *Dicker Bros., Cloverley-rd., Ongar (2 
pairs at Bobbingworth), £4,000. 

Saltburn and Marske (Yorks).—Repairs at 
Saltburn Pier, for U.D.C. TT. Grant, S.: *F, 
Whitaker & Co., Ltd., York-rd., Leeds, £3,875. 

Stourbridge.— Zrection of 58 houses and 4 
bungalows at Birmingham-st.-Junction-rd, 


Chorlton-upon-Medlock, 


estate (Part 2), for T.C. G. N. Maynard, 
A.M.Inst.C.E., B.E. & S.: *(1) William Cooper 
& Son (Builders), Ltd., West-st., Blackheath, 


Birmingham, £26,276; *(2) J. Taylor & Son 
(Builders), Ltd., Cemetery- rd., Lye, Stourbridge, 
Worcs., £16,296; *(3) A. M. G 


triffiths & Son, 
Ltd., Thomas- st., Wolverhampton, £25,677. 
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Patent 


Boyle’s «air-eump” Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE. 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
Emergency Address: Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 
34, MORLAND AVENUE, E. CROYDON, SURREY 
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